


  

Monitoring Cities of Tomorrow: Reinventing Cities in a Changing Global Context
Report on 2004-2008

1. Membership

	Name,
	Function
	Affiliation
	Address
	e-mail
	Tel./ Fax

	Gerhard Braun Prof. Dr. 
	President
	Dept. of Geography, Freie Universität Berlin
	Malteserstr. 74-100
12249 Berlin

Germany
	gbraun@geog.fu-berlin.de
	+49-30-838 70201
+49-30-838 70749 

	Izhak Schnell
Prof. Dr.
	Vice-President
	Dept. of Geography, Tel Aviv University
	Ramat-Aviv, 61390 Tel-Aviv, Israel
	schnell@post.tau.ac.il
	972-3-640 7467
972-3-640 6243

	Yuji Murayama
Prof. Dr.
	Secretary
	Dept. of Geography, University of Tsukuba
	Tsukuba 305-8571
	mura@atm.geo.tsukuba.ac.jp
	81-298-53-4211
81-298-53-4211

	Wim Ostendorf
Prof. Dr.
	Member
	Study Centre for the Metropolitan Environ-ment, Universiteit van Amsterdam
	Nieuwe Prinsengracht 130, 1018 VZ Amsterdam, The Netherlands
	w.ostendorf@frw.uva.nl
	+31-20-525 4081/4062
+31-20-525 4051

	Andre Horn
Prof. Dr.
	Member
	Department of Geography and Geoinformatics, University of Pretoria
	Pretoria 0002, South Africa
	ahorn@nsnper1.up.ac.za
	+27-12 420-3713
+27-12 420- 3284

	Wayne Davies
Prof. Dr.
	Member
	Dept. of Geography, University of Calgary, Canada
	2500 University Drive N.W., Calgary, Canada T2N 1N4
	wdavies@acs.ucalgary.ca
	001-403-220-4880
001-403-282-6561

	Michael Pacione
Prof. Dr.
	Member
	Dept. of Geography, University of Strathglyde
	26 Richmond Street, Glasgow, United Kingdom, G1 1XH
	m.pacione@strath.ac.uk
	+44-141-548 3793

	Xioapei Yan
Prof. Dr.
	Member
	Dept. of Geography, Zhongsham University, Guangzhou, China
	135 West Xiang Road, Guangzhou 510275, China
	eesyxp@zsu.edu.cn
	86-20-8411-2332
86-20-8403-8145

	Christian W. Matthiessen
	Member
	Dept. of Geography,
University of Copenhagen
	Oster Voldgade 10, DK 1350 Copenhagen, Denmark
	cwm@geogr.ku.dk
	45-353 22500
45 82 25 01

	Inn Kim
Prof. Dr.
	Member
	Dept. of Geography, Seoul National University
	Shinrin-dong 1, Kwanggin-gu Seoul, South Korea, 151-746
	kiminn@snu.ac.kr
	82-2-880-6446
82-2-876-9498

	Larry S. Bourne

Prof. Dr.
	HonoraryMember
	
	
	
	

	Robert Sinclair

Prof. Dr. 
	HonoraryMember
	
	
	
	

	Denise Pumain

Prof. Dr.
	HonoraryMember
	
	
	
	

	Jean-Bernard Racine

Prof. Dr.
	HonoraryMember
	
	
	
	

	Daqui Shen

Prof. Dr.
	HonoraryMember
	
	
	
	

	Mirko Pak

Prof. Dr.
	HonoraryMember
	
	
	
	


The number of commission’s members
The number of the commission’s members varies from year to year to make the point of entry easy to everybody, especially to young scientists. Nevertheless, there is a solid stock of colleagues who participate every year in the commission’s activities. This stock contains some 50 colleagues. The annual participation in the conference and field trip activities sums up to some 120 colleagues.

Papers presented by number of authors:

	Year
	Europe
	N-Amerika
	Latin-Amerika
	Afrika
	Asia
	Australia

	2004
	19
	4
	2
	4
	17
	-

	2005
	35
	4
	3
	6
	51
	-

	2006
	61
	3
	
	9
	14
	-

	2007
	17
	1
	1
	3
	55
	-


2. Meetings of the commission
	Year
	Location
	Dates
	Participants

	2004
	Glasgow, UK
	Preconference
August 9-13 and Main Conference
	Some 75 
+

100

	2005
	Tokyo, Japan
	August 20-28
	Some 110

	2006
	Santiago de Compostela, Spain 
	July 31 – August 6 and Regional Conference Brisbane
	Some 120
+

90

	2007
	Guangzhou, China
	August 6-14
	Some 110

	2008
	Tunis, Tunisia
	August 4-11 and
Main Conference
	Expected 70
+

100


Conference Questions and Highlights

For all the conferences between 2000 and 2007 you will find all necessary information at our home page www.cities-of-tomorrow.com  . As a document of the scientific output you will find proceedings for all the conferences which have been published right to the conference or just a few months later. The proceedings contain not only the revised papers of the conference but also specific introductory papers dealing with the structure of the conference, the main questions and the highlights. 
For some of the conferences you will also find beside other important information power-point slides representing the output of the business meetings especially regarding the scientific output of the conference and the contextual planning of the next conferences.
In general, the conference decided for the mandate 2004-2008 the following general structures for theoretical, empirical, methodological and applied investigations.
Based on:

Macro- level
urban system change, competition, transition, dynamic, 
sustainability  (globalisation, polarisation, 
fragmentation, complexity, basic economics, politics)

Micro-level

segregation, neighbourhood, decentralisation, deprived areas, sub-

urbanisation, sub-centralisation, re-
vitalisation, gentrification 

(fragmentation, polarisation, demographic, economic, social cycles, 

politics) and on
Meso-level


urban region, networks, milieus, competition/ cooperation, 
sustainable development, governing,

the overall title of the commission should be understood as following:

Monitoring

Identifying problems



identifying processes behind

Reinventing

identifying the contextual importance of new spatial levels 


(places, regions, networks, …)


Cities


to act economically, socially, culturally and environmentally 

in a balanced out format under changing local, regional and
global conditions.

Tomorrow
projections,
applications, planning measures, new governing concepts

I.e. in specific

Scholarly importance of the anticipated results of the commission’s work:

·  Dealing with complexity and uncertainty in a globalising world

·  Bridging the gap between local and global by (re-)in-venting the spatial type of urban region, new spaces and places (critical masses for global-local competition, rivalry and cooperation and for intra-/inter-regional sustainable restructuring)

·  Development of new concepts and methods: widening the theoretical basis

·  Improving basic and comparative research as well as of applied research

Considering 

· Complexity (contextual, spatial and temporal)

· Comparison (conditions, constraints, scale, time)

· Application (transfer, governing concepts)

	Year
	Questions
	Highlights
	Remarks: new research

	2004
	Content:

· The concept of urban region: both in understanding urban system change/ comparison and in managing intra-urban problems

· Lifestyle approach and concepts of  post-modern spaces as means to integrate social, economic and environmental issues at different spatial levels

· Integration of findings into “process-concepts” and of “development-paths-concepts” (cycles, hierarchies, system change) considering time lags and conditions of change, …


	Outcome: 

Academic: theories, methods, concepts of operationalisation complex structures, governing concepts

Empirical: Case studies with strong methological and comparative background (What does the results mean in a more general view?)

Planning: concepts of urban governance, new urban forms (physical, social)


	See also 2007

	2005
	a) Urbanisation and economic development
b) Urban Systems: linkages and hierarchies

c) Urban spatial structure: Intra-urban dynamics

d) Urban tourism, culture and environment

e) Governing and planning the Metropolis

f) Monitoring and Modelling urban patterns
	Foreign business activities (FDI, networks, ties)
New growth engines (knowledge based urban economies) for the restructuring of cities in different worlds

Changing urban systems: flattening the hierarchy?

Planning and monitoring strategies

New Regionalism as a contingent governance paradigm, New urbanism (Smart growth)

Cell-Phone GIS Monitoring
	See also 2007

	2006
	a) Reinterpretation of Urban Areas: 

urban systems at different scales (urban region, network, agglomeration, city, neighbourhood,…), urbanisation processes, urban – rural, hierarchy – market – network, transformation, mobility, lifestyle, segregation, changing planning concepts (new urbanism), modelling…

b) New Urban Interventions: 

Sustainability, re-generation, re-use, re-structuring, re-cycling, re-newal, many other “re-’s”, transformation, economic concentration vs. de-concentration, new planning concepts, …

c) Mega-cities:

Working, living, migrating in and between mega-cities, segregation, diversity, psychological rewards, bounding, SWOT, networks, …

d) Urban Tourism: 

New chances of re-structuring urban economy (sustainability), attractiveness, tourism as blessing?, tourism sells?, image – heritage – identity, policies, …

e) Renewal of Historical Cities: 

Rational decision making in the preservation of historical sites, historic cities as one of many other sub-cities, renewal of the historical city, history sells?, conflicts between preservation and modern adjustments, who does pay for it?, …
Cities or parts of the city and its structures built for eternities or just a limited time (“due date” or “best before”).

F. Workshop: Lifestyle

A small group decided to continue in its activities.


	Multilevel networks of Cities
Smart growth: Concept and institutionalisation 

New places in a globalised world
Working and Living in Mega-cities: Foreign Managers

The life-style approach


	See also 2007

	2007
	a) Changing spatial pattern: hierarchies, networks, markets

b) Interactions at and between different spatial levels (inter- and intra-urban relationships): polycentrism

c) New pattern of urban design and daily life interactions

d) Systems: Internationalisation (influencing factors, scenarios, …)

e) Systems: cycles and cycles of cycles (business, product, production, lifecycles of housing, infrastructure, …)

f) Economic evolution and gender

	Methods:

· GIS and Remote Sensing

· Predictions: projections, forecasts

· Automatic monitoring (activity spaces)

· Simulation

· Multilevel networks

Theories:

· Analogies: 
e.g. between business organisation and spatial organisation; 
bionics, …

· System-theory: Sustainability ( the three “E’s”), hierarchies, networks, markets

Operationalisation, process indicators :

· Automatic monitoring (GPS data logger, e-cards, …)

· Value chains, networks & logistics

· Size, densities, heterogeneities


	· New Urban Forms: Reinvention of the importance of size, 
density and heterogeneity, thresholds of these parameters,
spatial organisation, what kind of problems can be solved 
with or will arise in future times (cycles?)

· Spatial organisation and networks:  actors, network of actors, regional restructuring, 

Methodology:

· Levels of spatial aggregation (sensitive data)

·  Measurements (qualitative and quantitative data)

·  Lack of data and methods in terms of spatial interaction, multilevel analysis, linking contextual, spatial and temporal data, …
New research questions to be asked:

· What are the limits of urban regional growth?

·  Population growth and the demand on 
resources

·  The Malthusian Trap? 

·  Full cost accounting (models of dimensions of 
sustainability)

·  Fishman’s prophesies?

·  Global warming, arising physical and human 
made risks  ( urban forms and organisations

·  Health and urban forms, new demands 

·  What is the hope/ message for those cities which 
can not keep track with modern development?



	2008
	· Strategies and tools of urban planning

· Renewal and upgrading of urban space

· Institutional and financial frameworks of urban renewal

· Regulations and informal economy / housing


	Tba 
	For the coming up conferences already discussed (especially 2009 in Hyderabad):

· Multi-layered cities

· Urban Culture/s – of livelihood and lifestyle

· Security and conflict – the urban-regional continuum

· Resources and urban requirements

· Urban tourism

· Poverty

· Formal-informal sectors

· Glocalisation – dilemmas – transitions and transactions




3. Collaborations with other Commissions:
· Quantitative 

· Demography

· Gender

· Cimate

· Ecology

· Economy
· Mega-Cities

Other networking activities have been widely used and developed but are not subject of present statistics. The new mandate-commission will take over this task.

4. Publications: Proceedings of the Urban Commission of the IGU
2000: KIM I.; Y.-W. NAM and J.-H. CHOI (eds.), 2002, Diversity of Urban Development and Urban Life. Pp.457, Seoul National University Press, Seoul.

2001: DAVIES, W. and I.J. TOWNSHEND (eds.), 2002, Monitoring Cities: International Perspectives. International Geographical Union Urban Commission with Department of Geography of Calgary and Lethbridge, pp. 610, Calgary and Berlin.

2002: HORN, A. (compiled by A. HORN), 2002, Perspectives on Urban Spheres. Department of Geography, University of Pretoria, CD Version, 17 papers.
2003: PAK, M. and D. REBERNIK (eds.), 2004, Cities in Transition. In: DELA 21, pp. 605, Department of Geography, University of Ljubljana. Ljubljana.

2004: PACIONE, M. (ed.), 2004, Changing Cities. International Perspectives. pp. 365, IGU-Urban Commission and Strathglyde University Publishing. Glasgow.

2005: MURAYAMA, Y. and G. DU, 2005, Cities in Global Perspective: Diversity and Transition. pp. 626, College of Tourism, Rikkyo University with IGU Urban Commission. Tokyo.

2006: GONZÁLEZ, R.C.L. (ed.), 2006, Urban Changes in Different Scales: Systems and Structures. pp. 748. Universidade de Santiago de Compostela Publicacións No. 169. Santiago de Compostela.

2007: YAN, X. and D. DESHENG (eds.), 2007, Urban Development, Planning and Governance in Globalization. pp. 618, Sun Yat-Sen University Press, Guangzhou.
2008: BRAUN, G.; I. SCHNELL and Y. MURAYAMA, 2008, (forthcoming).
All other publications of commission’s members can be found at the home page of the commission: www.cities-of-tomorrow.com
5. Archival Contributions:

All proceedings should be available to the IGU archive in Rome. All members are asked to deliver their relevant scholarly work to this institution. 
6. Continuation (done by Prof. Ch.W. Matthiessen, Denmark)
A. Name:  IGU Urban Commission: Emerging Urban Transformations
B. Mission: A series of emerging trends are rapidly transforming the character of cities, hinterlands and urban systems, which influence so much of our day-to-day lives. These trends are seen in new combinations of urban land use mixes, varied degrees of concentration or de-concentration, changing spatial distributions of employment, income and ethnicity, a revived emphasis on civic culture and policies, increasing concern about the new hazards of the city life, in addition to an increasing recognition of the need to incorporate historical heritages and address the quality of life and amenities in cities. Also a growing interest in the notions of ‘sustainability’ is reflected in the study of urban geography. At the same time, urban systems present new characteristics and hierarchical patterns are supplemented by patterns of flows: All of this support a variety of new and important research projects for urban geographers. The mission of the commission is to encourage geographical research on new urban problems, and to further the exchange of findings among urban geographers from many countries. Since cities, with their distinctive patterns, processes and problems, are major features of the modern world, it is vital to have a commission that focuses on this in a comparative global context. A key aspect of the new commission will be the encouragement of younger scholars to participate in our meetings.

C. List of the new steering commission:

President: professor Christian Matthiessen (Denmark).

Institute of Geography and Geology – University of Copenhagen

Oster Voldgade 10

1350 Copenhagen K

Denmark

cwm@geogr.ku.dk 

Associate Chair: professor Adrian G. Aguilar (Mexico)

Instituto de Geografia UNAM

Circuito Exterior, Ciudad

Universitaria

04510  D. F.

Mexico

Adrian@servidor.unam.mx

Associate Chair: professor Celine Rozenblat (France)

Universite de Lausanne
Institut de Géographie - Faculté des Géosciences
Bâtiment Anthropole - Bureau 4064      
Quartier Dorigny       
CH - 1015 Lausanne 

celine.rozenblat@unil.ch

Members of the Steering Committee: 

Professor Lilian Barakat (Lebanon)

Geography Department – Faculty of Letters and Human Sciences

St. Joseph Unicversity

Beirut

Lebanon

Ibakarat@usj.edu.lb
Professor Kam-Wing Chan (USA)

Dept. of geography

Univ. of Washington, Box 353550

Seattle

WA 98195-3550

USA

kwchan@u.washington.edu
Professor Guoqing Du (Japan)

Rikkyo (St. Paul) University

College of Tourism

Niza Campus

1-2-26 Kitano

Niiza City

Saitama 352-8558

Japan

guoqingd@rikkyo.ne.jp
Professor Andre Horn (South Africa)

Department of Geography and Geoinformatics

Univ. of Pretoria

Pretoria 0002

South Africa

ahorn@nsnper1.up.ac.za

Professor Lienhard.Loetscher (Germany)

Department of Geography

Ruhr-University Bochum

Universitetsstrasse 150

D-44780 Bochum

Germany

loetcher@geographie.ruhr-uni-bochum.de
Professor Jose Somoza Medina (Spain)

Dept. de Geografia

Facultad de Filosofia y Letras

Cvegozana

24071 Leon

Spain

dgejsm@unileon.es

Professor Michael Pacione (United Kingdom)

Department of Geography

Univ. of Strathclyde

26 Richmond Street

Glasgow

United kingdom G1 1XH

m.pacione@strath.ac.uk
Professor Petros Petsimeris (Greece)

UMR Geographie-cites

13 rue du four

75006 Paris

France

petsimer@univ-paris1.fr
D. Work plan: 

Membership in the commission will be open to all qualified urban geographers. A new effort will be made to attract members from countries that do not currently participate in our work. Every effort will be made each year to publish a book of research papers, or special editions of journals based on lectures and discussions presented at the annual meeting, in order to create a wider audience for the work of the commission. The commission will also develop a new website, listing current members and interests, the titles of papers, and how to access them, to help those unable to attend meetings. During each yearly conference a formal, open business meeting, will be organized by the Executive and Steering Committee. This will include: an agenda and minutes available in advance of the meeting; votes on specific motions if necessary, as well as a section on ‘Any Other Business’ to allow members to raise issues of interest. Specific task forces, made up of separate and representative committees, may be constituted on a temporary basis to deal with major urban problems as they arise. The proposed commission will follow the successful pattern of previous urban commissions by organizing annual meetings in different cities, usually lasting for three or four days, followed by two days of scientific excursions. The organisation of the meeting will be the responsibility of the hosts and the executive and steering committee. Usually one day of the meeting will be set aside for papers on one of the main problem areas to focus debate, and may include invited papers by experts and/or roundtables. Written proposals for hosting commissions will be required, along with presentations to the business meetings so members can provide advice on the plans of any host, and, if necessary, vote on competing proposals.

As of today the plans for commission venues are:

2009: Hyderabad, India,

2010: Tel Aviv, August in connection with the IGU-regional conference,

2011: To be discussed (proposals: Beirut, Cambridge, Dublin).

2012: Cologne at the 32. International Geographical Congress    

E. Scolarly importance:

The proposed Urban Commission is designed to develop research results in line with the long tradition of productive urban commissions within the IGU. This comprises research about the increasingly complex patterns of urban systems and urban structures. But the common forces at work in our increasingly interconnected world do not necessarily lead to homogenous results. The many transformations that are taking place are contingent upon local and regional circumstances, and the results are frequently indeterminate, often with varied and unanticipated consequences. Thus there is a pressing need to identify, monitor and explain these new and emerging patterns of differentiation in our urban world, through international co-operation - patterns that have been summarized in the proposed title of ‘Emerging Urban Transformations’.  Ideally, each contribution from the commission members studying diverse cities, regions, and nations of the world will contribute to a common body of knowledge about the new trends in the evolution of urban systems, functions and forms, and the ways that they can be conceptualised and measured.  Since urban geographers have long studied the many regularities and idiosyncrasies in urban life, it is appropriate that a global community of urban geographers, under the auspices of the IGU, should take stock of the ways in which the particular relationships among, and within, cities shape human life within the contemporary urban world. A new IGU Commission, with members from many countries, is ideally placed to make useful comparisons of the rapidly changing nature of urban phenomena among countries, and to identify and discuss the problems associated with them.

In the name of the Commission: Monitoring Cities of Tomorrow

Prof. Dr. Gerhard Braun

President

Prof. Dr. Izhak Schnell

Vice-President

Prof. Dr. Yuji Murayama

Secretary

Berlin, February 5th, 2008

