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Dear colleagues,


Rural area was traditionally connected with agriculture. To compare with urban, rural areas were considered to be backward, retarded, not worth for an intensive research. But the situation has changed in the last time. Although cities are still centres of development in the globalization process, people in Europe leave them within processes of suburbanization and counter-urbanization. The share of rural population slowly increases in European countries. In addition, farmers form only a minority in contemporary rural settlements. The countryside is getting to be a multi-functional space. Secondary and tertiary sectors penetrate to the countryside. Tourism and agro-tourism develop in the large scale. Agriculture is getting focused more on the maintenance of landscape than with the production. On the other hand, environmental problems also have an impact on rural landscape. Academic research has to respond to the new situation.

We have the honour of inviting you to the EURORURAL '08 conference on INVESTIGATING EUROPEAN COUNTrysIDE. It is the 1st of Moravian rural conferences organizing by the Department of Applied and Landscape Ecology, Faculty of Agronomy, Mendel University of Agriculture and Forestry Brno. The aims of the conference are as follows: to map European rural research and particular interests of investigators, to gain a space for presentation of contemporary knowledge about rural research, to establish a tradition of international conferences dedicated to rural problems, to support intra-personal contacts among experts of different disciplines dealing with rural problems, to present South Moravian rural landscape. The conference is aimed at relatively complex view of rural problems from different viewpoints (ecology, geography, demography, sociology, economy, territorial planning), not so much at research of specific problems in detail.

The conference is open for all scientists dealing with rural or similar matters from universities, research institutions or other public or private bodies from European countries and around the world. There are 78 scientists from 26 countries registered at the moment. The possibility is open also for persons who did not send us the preliminary registration. We kindly ask you to send definitive registrations by the June 17, 2008 at the latest. Colleagues registered later (even those coming directly to the Conference) will be not refused but we cannot promise them publication of abstracts, floor for paper presentations (in such a case submitting of a poster is more hopeful), place for excursion, accommodation etc. 
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Moravian Karst – Cave Balcarka



     Floodplain forest under Pavlovské vrchy hills in spring
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CONFERENCE TOPIC

The topic of EURORURAL '08 conference includes wide scale of issues:

1. Rural landscapes, ecology, landscape planning

2. Rural settlement, small towns as centres of rural micro-regions

3. Rural sociology and demography, quality of rural life

4. Rural economy, role of agriculture, tourism and other branches
PREPARATION OF PAPERS

Coming from the experience that a value of a paper published in Conference proceedings is relatively low (both from the evaluation and also from practical viewpoints), we resolved to apply following publication strategy: Each participant obtains the Collection of Abstracts in the book form with ISBN as well as the CD with full texts of papers by the registration. The Collections of Abstracts could be quoted, CD form of papers enables using of color maps, pictures, graphic etc. 
Further, we offer to each of the participants who will pay the registration fee (basic or early), the publication of the presented paper in our new internet journal Central European Countryside free of charge (standard publications in the Journal will be paid). Papers (elaborated according to the instructions for authors) will pass through the standard peer review process. They will be included to individual issues of the Journal on the principle who is first complete prepared – those will be first published. 
The long abstract in English should contain no more than 6 000 symbols. Graphical enclosures are not expected. In the case when necessary, consult it with the organizing committee [eurorural@seznam.cz]. 
The full papers in English are limited with comprehensibility and suitability for potential readers: maximum volume 7 MB (with respect to possible submitting for Central European Countryside 45.000 symbols). Color enclosures are welcome. In order to obtain a unified style of texts, follow please next instructions: Structure of the paper: Title, name(s) of the author(s) with affiliation(s), abstract (12 lines maximum), key words, text in usual subdivision, acknowledgment, references. Tables and figures should have serial numbers, titles and sources. Photos should be enclosed in the *.jpg format.
Quotation examples: 

- book: Moseley, M.J. (2003): Rural Development. Sage London, 227 p., ISBN 0-7619-4767-1
- paper in a journal: Fodor, I. (1999): Regional Concerns of Environmental Policy and Sustainable Development. Moravian Geographical Reports 7, Nr.2, p.47-51, ISSN 1210-8812.

- paper in a proceedings: Greer-Wootten, B. (2003): Radical Alterity and the Concept of Regional Indentity. In: Vaishar, A., Zapletalová, J., Munzar, J. (eds.): Regional Geography and its Applications. Regiograph Brno, p. 44-50, IBSN 80-901844-2-1.

The deadline for submitting the abstract and papers is June 17, 2008. Abstract and papers not exceeding 2MB should be sent to us by e-mail [eurorural@seznam.cz]. Papers of a bigger volume should be delivered via “uschovna.cz” service. You have to find the server [http://www.uschovna.cz/en/], to tap on the icon “deposit the package” and to follow instructions. 
Instructions for authors of papers of Central European Countryside will be made public during the summer of 2008.
CALL FOR POSTERS

The poster session will be opened. Maximum size of a poster is A1 (841 mm x 594 mm). At the moment, the time schedule for papers is being completed. Some changes are not excluded, so to be on the safe side we recommend to submit a poster. The participants who will present their posters and pay for the technical program (with or without the excursion) are allowed to submit the paper to Central European Countryside free of charge.

The presentation of poster will consist of three parts: an abstract (one page) which will be published in the Collection of Abstracts, five minutes presentation in the plenary session and the own presentation in front of the conference rooms.
INSTRUCTION FOR PRESENTATIONS

Power-point presentations are recommended. The time limit for an individual presentation is 15 minutes + 5 - 10 minutes discussion. The time for presentation cannot be prolonged in any case. LCD and visualizing projectors are at disposal in all the conference rooms. 

 PROGRAMME

Monday, August 25

Arrival of participants

Registration [Q building lobby] 15:00 - 20:00

Short walking excursion in the Brno city core: 

Meeting point in front of “Q” building MZLU, 18:00

Tuesday, August 26

Registration [Q building lobby] 08:00 - 09:00

Opening ceremony [room Q1] 09:00 - 09:30

Plenary session I; 09:30 - 11:00

Key note 1: Bas Pedroli (Alterra Wageningen UR): Rural Identity, a European Challenge
Key note 2: Věra Majerová (Czech University of Life Sciences Prague): Social problems of the Czech rural population
Key note 3: Bryn Greer-Wootten (York University Toronto): Negotiating rurality: from concept to measurement

Coffee break 11:00 - 11:30 [buffet Quido, building Q]

Parallel session 1 [Q1] 11:30 - 13:00

Eileen O´Rourke (Cork): European uplands, links between ecology, agriculture and society: a case study from SW Ireland

Angeles Piñar Alvarez (Veracruz): Rural landscapes, ecology and landscape planning in protected areas of Spain. A case study of Sierra Nevada.

Małgorzata Akincza (Wrocław): Rural management works as instrument of landscape planning

Zdeněk Kučera (Praha): Landscape heritage values and changes in settlement intensity in the case of Czechia – introductory comparison

Parallel session 2 [Q2] 11:30 - 13:00

Patrick Küpper (Dresden): From words to deeds – regional policy reactions to demographic change in sparsely populated, peripheral areas in Germany

Tatjana Fischer (Wien): Ageing in rural areas in Austria – on the interrelations of spatial aspects and the quality of life of today´s older generation

Viktorija Pantyley (Lublin): Demographic situation of rural population in Ukraine in the period of intensive socio-economic transformation

Jana Vobecká (Praha): Rural areas in the Czech Republic – spatial demographic perspective

Parallel session 3 [Q3] 11:30 - 13:00

Marek Furmankiewicz (Wrocław): Cross-sectoral co-operation in rural Poland: experiences from LEADER Pilot Programme

Geneviève Pierre (Angers): The biodiesel produced by the farmers on local scale: a new agricultural geography, for a new contribution of the farmers to sustainable agriculture and development (western part of France)

Antonio Raschi (Firenze): Alpine dairy farms: environmental constrains, survival strategies

Marja Järvelä (Jyväskylä): Community resilience and sub-regional incentives to local food production in Finland

Lunch at the eating room of the MZLU 13:00 - 14:00

Parallel session 4 [Q1] 14:00 - 15:30
Angel Paniagua (Madrid): Nature, space and place in the rural politics of Central Spain

Annegret Franz & Helga Tröbinger (Bolzano): Alpine pasturing and landscape development in the NATURA 2000 sites of Stelvio National Parc, South Tirol, Italy

Bülent Cengiz (Zonguldak): Sustainability of rural landscape: case study of Bartin-Guzelcehisar settlement (Turkey)

Zoia Comarova (Chisinău): Environmental problems related to inadequate agricultural practice in southern areas of the Republic of Moldova

Parallel session 5 [Q2] 14:00 - 15:30

Cláudia Andreoli Galvão, Flávio Borges Botelho Filho, Violeta de Faria Pereira and Luiz Fernando de Mattos Pimenta (Brasília): The rural in the view of scholars and institutions: the case of Brazil

Gabriela Manea (Bucureşti): Some aspects concerning the life quality and the environmental quality in the Romanian rural rudimentary communities (case study)

Ivo Grgić (Zagreb): Quality of life in the rural area of the Republic of Croatia. Leave or remain?

Mihaela Preda Hurezeanu (Bucureşti): Several aspects of the life quality in the Roma settlements in Oltenia region

Parallel session 6 [Q3] 14:00 - 15:30

Miroslaw Wasilewski and Magdalena Mądra (Warszawa): The regional differentiation of the production factors usage in Polish agriculture

Zarja Bohak (Maribor): The comparison between farm proprietors´ characteristics regarding appointed successors

Hubert Maj (Lublin): Perception of European Union by farmers of Lubelskie voivodship – questionnaires survey result

Miroslaw Wasilewski and Marzena Chmielewska (Warszawa): The direction of changes and the efficiency of the enterprises in Polish creameries trade

Coffee break 15:30 - 16:00 [buffet Quido, building Q]

Parallel session 7 [Q1] 16:00 - 17:30

Sciapan Zajko, Leonid Vashkevich and Svetlana Bachila (Minsk): Degradation of drained landscapes and soils of Belarus as a factor of instability of agricultural production

Barbora Engstová, K. Křováková & J. Vojta (Praha): Relict landscape of military areas – comparative study from Boletice, Doupov and Ralsko

Michael Roth (Dortmund): Biomass cultivation for energy and industry – assessing the impacts on scenic and cultural values of rural landscapes

Valerij Rudenko (Černovcy): Present-day problems of natural resource potential

Parallel session 8 [Q2] 16:00 - 17:30

Irén Szörényiné Kukorelli (Györ): Appearance of new functions in villages and small towns entering the post productivism period in Hungary
Antonín Vaishar, Jana Zapletalová (Brno): Small towns as centres of rural micro-regions

Elena Matei (Bucureşti): The influence of the Romania small developed towns upon their rural surroundings

István Mezei (Miskolc): Changes in functions of small towns along Hungarian border

Parallel session 9 [Q3] 16:00 - 17:30

Catharinus Freerk Jaarsma (Wageningen): Investigating European countryside: the paradox of improving rural road infrastructure from a land use planning´s perspective

Oliver Tamme (Wien): Supply with public services in rural areas – postal services in rural areas after restructuring

Silvie Kuldová (Praha): Rural basic school network, its spatial pattern changes and impact on local communities

Kateřina Trnková (Brno): Village schools: wrinkles for mayors?

Wednesday, August 27

Plenary session 2 [Q1]
Poster session introduction 09:00 - 09:30

Poster session 09:30 - 10:30

Coffee break 10:30 - 11:00 [buffet Quido, building Q]

Parallel session 10 [Q1] 11:00 - 12:30

Teresa Dzikowska (Wrocław): Afforestation plan of arable land and its effect on rural landscape

Masaaki Okada (Ósaka): Social value of suburban landscape – synergy of rurality and urbanity

Gábor Pinter (Keszthely): Rural development from the aspect of the renewable energy

Slavka Sufi-Mićić & Neđo Đurić (Tuzla – Bijeljina): Sustainability of rural settlements in the area of post-mining activities in Tuzla canton in Bosnia and Hercegovina

Parallel session 11 [Q2] 11:00 - 12:30

Philomena de Lima (Inverness): Chalenging the “rural idyll”: Migration, diversity and quality of life

Lucie Kocmánková (Praha): Social and cultural capital as a factor of rural development

Pavlína Maříková Praha): Sociological view on Czech rural area

Peter Kurz (Wien): Can equal opportunities of women and men in agricultural land-use be planned?

Parallel session 12 [Q3] 11:00 - 12:30

John McDonagh (Galway): Who should be responsible? – Questioning of the role of community / voluntary groups in the delivery of services to low density rural populations in Ireland

Eszter Varga (Pécs): The role of non-profit organizations in Hungarian rural development

Jaroslav Čmejrek (Praha): Political parties in the Czech rural municipalities

Goran Jović (Sarajevo), Ivan Popović (Beograd) & Dajana Vukojević (Sarajevo): The new development center for the network of inhabited areas in Jahorina-Romania region

Lunch at the eating room of the MZLU 12:30 - 13:30

Parallel session 13 [Q1] 13:30 - 15:00

Anatolij Anochin (Sankt Petersburg): Modern state and progress trends of rural settlements in Russia

Constantin Vert (Timişoara): The economical structure of the rural population from Romania

Vasile Surd (Cluj-Napoca): The future of Romanian village after European integration

Edit Peisser-Puli (Györ): Measure of social basic needs in rural micro-regions in Hungary

Radim Perlín (Praha): Typology of rural space and the indicators.
Parallel session 14 [Q2] 13:30 - 15:00

Olga Vasiljevna Yermolova (Saratov): Forming of tourist´s cluster as a condition of rural territories´ stability rise

Marion Sparrer (A Coruña): Tourism as a development tool for the countryside: a comparison between the Frisians region Wittmund (Germany) and the Galician region A Coruña (Spain)

Éva Tóth (Keszthely): The significance of ecological tourism in Hungary

Marie Novotná (Plzeň): The research of the amenity migration in rural areas in the Czech Republic

Parallel session 15 [Q3] 13:30 - 15:00

Liliana Guran-Nica, Marilena Dragomir, Mădălina Andrei (Bucureşti): Forest restitution in Romania. Impact on rural communities´ behaviour

Tünde Kis-Simon (Budapest): Development through self-help groups and sustainable business practices in rural area

Alexander Golubjev (Sankt Petersburg): Social and economic problems of Russian rural areas at the present stage

Jerzy Oleszek (Wrocław): The potential and the chances of development of country areas in the Polish - Czech borderland
Zuzana Drillet (Aberdeen): Impact of management practices on diversity of grasslands in middle Slovakia

Coffee break 15:00 - 15:30 [buffet Quido, building Q]

Plenary session 3 [room Q1]
Evaluation of the Conference Results 15:30 - 16:15

Closing ceremony 16:15 - 16:30
Social dinner

Vine-cellar At Queen Elizabeth, Mendlovo náměstí 1b,  19:00
Thursday, August 28

Whole-day coach excursion

Meeting point in front of the MZLU at 8:30

Coming back: 1st bus 21:00, 2nd bus 23:00

Friday, August 29

Bilateral discussions and negotiations

Departure of participants

The program could be changed according to the definitive registrations 
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SHORT WALKING TOUR IN THE CITY CORE (Monday, August 25, Evening): Mendel University of Agriculture and Forestry – Lužánky park (the oldest on the Czech territory) – Moravské náměstí Sq. – Opera Building – Palace of Justice – Theatre (the very oldest building in Continental Europe with electric lightening according to the project of T.A.Edison) – Měnínská brána gate – Liberty Sq. – Dominikánské náměstí Sq. - Cabbage market – St. Peter and Paul cathedral – Špilberk castle

Related links:

Lužánky [http://cs.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lu%C5%BE%C3%A1nky] or [http://www.garten.cz/a/cz/1754-parky-mesta-brna-park-luzanky/] – both in Czech

Moravské náměstí Sq. [http://www.mojebrno.wz.cz/inka--brno-namesti-moravske-namesti.html] – in Czech
National Theatre Brno [http://www.ndbrno.cz/en/]

Liberty Sq. [http://www.mojebrno.wz.cz/inka--brno-namesti-namesti-svobody.html – in Czech

Dominikánské náměstí Sq. [http://mojebrno.wz.cz/inka--brno-namesti-dominikanske-namesti.html] – in Czech

Cabbage market [http://www.mojebrno.wz.cz/inka--brno-namesti-zelny-trh.html]

St. Peter and Paul cathedral [http://cs.wikipedia.org/wiki/Katedr%C3%A1la_svat%C3%A9ho_Petra_a_Pavla] 
Špilberk castle [http://www.spilberk.cz/?pg=zobraz&co=spilberk-castle]
COACH EXCURSION (Thursday, August 28): 
Brno (R52 motorway) – Pavlov – climbing Pavlovské vrchy hills with the view to Nové Mlýny waterwork, Dolní Morava biosphere reserve and south Moravian landscape, – Dolní Věstonice (the village where the Věstonice Venus was found) – Mikulov (small picturesque town) – Valtice (small town, one of the two centers of historical designed landscape) – Lednice (lunch at the Faculty of Horticulture) – Lednice/Valtice area (UNESCO world heritage site – an example of garden-like landscape designed by Liechtenstein noble family) with the Lednice chateau – Bořetice (Village of the year 2005) – Free Viticultural Federal Republic of Kraví Hora (with some wine tasting in the wine cellar) – Brno (D2 hihgway).

Pavlovské vrchy hills



This white massive built up by Devonian calcite belongs to the most attractive places of South Moravia. The hills rises up unexpected from the flat landscape. On the highest point, the ruin of Dívčí Hrady castle can be found, from which the very steep slope suddenly falls down to the water surface of Nové Mlýny waterwork. The silhouette of the hills is often compared to a dragon or a lying maid and their tops offer amazing views to nearby vineyards, orchards, and cultivated land. It is also a part of a biosphere reserve Dolní Morava thanks to an abundance of plant and insect specimens rare in the whole Czech Republic – the limestone and hot and arid climate makes it the northernmost extension of Mediterranean. 
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Pavlovské vrchy hills across Nové Mlýny waterwork    View from the top of Pavlovské vrchy hills
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South Moravian countryside



South Moravia is well known as a place of cultivated vineyards, blossoming orchards and fertile fields. But greater variety of landscapes can be found there - fascinating Moravian karst where the oldest footprints of our ancestors were discovered, the beauty of the beech woods and orchid meadows of the White Carpathian Mountains, mysterious charms of the floodplain forest at the forks of the Morava and Dyje rivers, or the unforgettable silhouette of Pálava. Viticulture is an integral part of South Moravian culture. The region produces mainly Rieslings, Veltlín, Frankovka, and St. Lawrence wines. A great deal of perceiving landscape is done through still living folk traditions, such as the Ride of the Kings. The folk dance verbuňk was inscribed in the list of UNESCO non-material heritage in 2005. The region offers scenic beauties, historical castles and chateaus, karst caverns, archaeological sites, churches and synagogues, places of bloody battles, traditional folk fests and swimmable water reservoirs. South Moravia provides both long-distance and regional cycling routes, as well as the unique Moravian Wine Path.

Lednice/Valtice area (LVA)



The historical designed landscape of the Lednice-Valtice complex is stretched between Břeclav, Lednice and Valtice and covers almost 200 sq km. This complex, aptly dubbed "the Garden of Europe" in the 19th century, is the result of the acts of people and of nature. It is to the great credit of the Liechtenstein family that the complex came into being. Throughout six centuries, they have built chateaus, gardens, parks and lakes in the local estate. The most monumental structures which adorn the Lednice-Valtice Area include what is called Colonnade and Diana's Sanctuary (Randez-vous) in the Boří Forest. Also worthy of attention are the Minaret, the Frontier Chateau, the artificial ruin of John's Castle, the Temple of the Three Graces, Temple of Apollo and a wealth of folies set sensitively in the lovely landscape, full of rare species of trees and bushes. In 1996, the Lednice/Valtice complex was included in the UNESCO List of World Cultural and Natural Heritage.
Bořetice


Bořetice is a village with 1 326 inhabitants, lying in a slightly hilly landscape and surrounded by vineyards (since the year 1355). The most famous locality is the Free Viticultural Federal Republic of Kraví Hora, founded in one of the wine cellars, which form a particular village here. Of course, it is not the real republic, it is more a kind of a practical joke, concerning the liquid treasure of Czech Republic but providing keeping wine-connected traditions, wine producers’ further education, repairing cellars or small historical sights and being a good tourist attraction as well. Bořetice was ordered with the title Village of the Year 2005, which means that it won the national competition hold by Ministry for Regional Development, Association for Rural Restoration and Union of Towns and Villages of the Czech Republic. The aim of the competition is to point out activities of villages, their officers and inhabitants, not only to improve their homes but also develop local traditions and social life in their village.
Related links: 

Southern Moravia tourism [http://www.jizni-morava.cz/en/]

Pavlov [http://www.obec-pavlov.cz/index.php?sec=&sec2=&sec3=&sec4=&kat=&id=&co=&start=&lang=en]
Dolní Morava biosphere reservation [http://www.dolnimorava.org/index.php?lang=en]

Mikulov [http://www.mikulov.cz/index_eng.php]

Valtice [http://www.radnice-valtice.cz/index.php?setlang=3&basket=c5b6460b2f410337441a33c3033e5258] 

Lednice village [http://www.lednice.cz/en/]

Lednice / Valtice area [http://en.unesco-czech.cz/lednice-valtice-cultural-landscape/introduction/] or [http://www.lednicko-valticky-areal.cz/] in Czech

Bořetice [http://www.boretice.cz/] – in Czech only
Free Federal Republic of Kraví hora [http://www.republikakravihora.cz/eng/default.htm]
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Lednice chateau, park and village



        Minaret – one of the pleasure houses in LVA
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ACCOMPANYING PERSONS PROGRAM (Tuesday and Wednesday, August 26, 27) 

1st day City of Brno; Morning: City sightseeing tour (Old Brno, Augustinian convent, Virgin Mary Assumption Basilica, St. Peter and Paul Cathedral, Cabbage Market, Old Town Hall, Liberty Square with the Lords of Lipá House, the main metropolitan church of St. James, St. Thomas church; afternoon: The Museum of Technology (aircraft history and modeling, cutlery, historical vehicles, communication technologies, music boxes, sightless culture, water and steam engines, handicrafts, metallurgy, stereovision, tower clocks, technical playroom (visitors can make active experiments)
2nd day Brno water reservoir; Veverská Bítýška (by public transport), Jarošův mlýn (water mill), lunch, walking on the left bank of the Brno water reservoir to Veveří castle (by bus in the case of rainy weather), back to Bystrc by ship of the Brno Metropolitan Transport Enterprise and to Brno by tramway
Related links

Veverská Bítýška [http://www.obecveverskabityska.cz/page.php?section=oobci&show=oobci]

Brno water reservoir [http://www.prygl.net/rejstrik/prehrada.php] – in Czech
Veveří castle [http://www.veveri.cz/] – in Czech

MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SOUTH MORAVIAN REGION

Territory: 7 200 sqkm; agricultural land 60 % of the area (of it 83 % arable land), forests 28 %.

Altitude: 150 – 820 m above sea level.

Population: 1,130 million inhabitants; Population density 157 person per sqkm.

Settlement structure: big city Brno (32 % of population), 5 medium size cities (with population 20-35 thousand; 11 % of population), 42 small towns (with less than 12 thousand people; 20 % of population), 624 rural communes (37 % of population).

Agriculture employs 4 % of active population; production is directed to cereals (annual production cca. 1 million tons), rape, sugar beet, fruits, vegetables and vine (90 % of the Czech vineyards can be found on the territory of the region). Livestock production is represented with 460 thousands of pigs and poultry.

Landscape types: [1] Good accessible landscape of lowlands in the South with intensive agriculture and a controversial Nové Mlýny water work for irrigation, [2] from the agricultural viewpoint less favourable areas of northern highlands with Moravian karst, [3] landscape of White Carpathians with valuable grasslands in the east and [4] urbanized and sub-urbanized landscape of the Brno agglomeration.
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Bořetice – village in vineyards



   Ride of the Kings – strong folk tradition
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REGISTRATION FEE

The registration fee is as follows:

Basic fee (paid after May 31, 2008)







CZK 7 980

Early fee (paid before May 31, 2008)







CZK 7 140

Technical program only (without excursion and common dinner)

CZK 5 300

Accompanying person










CZK 2 490

PhD. Student (poster, one day participation)




   
CZK 1 450

Collection of abstracts and Conference CD without participation

CZK    250

Ways of payment: Bank transfer: Account number 7200310267/0100, Bank: Komerční banka, Brno - Černá Pole, Merhautova 1, 631 32 Brno; SWIFT (BIC): KOMBCZPPXXX, IBAN: CZ7001000000007200310267. Variable attribute: 9502280121. All bank fees are the matter of the debit balance of the participants.
Cash by the registration (in CZK only) – all fees excluding the early one

The simplified tax certificate will be made after the payment.

The full conference fee (both basic and early) covers all conference materials, organizational costs, Collection of Abstracts, CD with full texts of papers, publication costs in Central European Countryside, 4 times refreshment during the Conference, 2 lunches in the MZLU eating room, social dinner, excursion costs including refreshment, lunch and dinner, VAT 19 %.
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TRANSPORT TO BRNO

By plane: There is direct connection to Brno from London, Moscow, Girona and Prague. The closest international airports are Vienna - Schwechat, Prague - Ruzyně or Bratislava - Ivánka. 

By train: There is a direct connection to Brno from Hamburg, Berlin, Vienna, Bratislava, Budapest and Bucharest. It is necessary to change the train in Prague, Ostrava or Břeclav from other directions.

By bus: Among affiliations of the registered participants, there is a bus connection to Brno from Stuttgart, Wien, Györ, Budapest, Bolzano, Timişoara, Bucureşti, Dresden, Firenze, Praha.
By car: Brno is easy accessible by car from Prague (D1 highway), Vienna via Mikulov (Austrian road Nr. 7, expressway R52 in Czechia), Bratislava (D2 highway) or Warsaw via Ostrava (Polish roads Nr. 8 and 1 and D1 highway). Using Czech highways and expressways, the coupon is needed. The 7-day coupon costs CZK 220. It is usually available on petrol stations, border crossings or post offices. 

It is not easy to find a parking place in the Brno inner city. Underground garages are also at disposal but they are not very cheap. Hotels and hostels have their own parking. Parking of cars in the university campus will be solved. Using of public transport is recommended to travel to the inner city.

If you do not come directly to Brno, you will use most probably a few other destinations: Prague, Vienna, Bratislava.

Transport from Prague is possible by train, bus or plane. There are express trains from the Prague main railway station to Brno almost every hour. The ride takes three and half hour and costs about 300 CZK. InterCity, EuroCity and SuperCity trains depart from the Prague - Holešovice railway station each second hour. The ride costs CZK 300 and takes two and half to three hours. It is necessary to pay an extra additional fee CZK 200 in SuperCity trains whereas InterCity and EuroCity are without any additional fees. 

Buses are cheaper, faster (if there is no traffic jam on the highway) and some of them more friendly with additional services. The buses depart from the main bus terminal Prague Florenc each half an hour. Some connections depart from Prague - Roztyly on the city fringe. Student Agency with yellow buses is the best bus company. The price is CZK 190 - 200, time 150 minutes from Florenc or 130 minutes from Roztyly. Some of the connections of this company depart from the Prague-Ruzyně airport, terminal 1 (with a change in Florenc). There is also an office of the company selling tickets in the airport. If the connections of Student Agency are sold out, it is possible to use Eurolines, Tourbus or buses of dozens of other companies passing through Brno.

Schedule of Student Agency Co., line Nr. 721309 Prague - Brno

	Prague airport
	
	
	
	
	6:35
	
	7:35
	
	
	8:35
	9:35

	Prague Florenc
	5:15
	6:00
	7:00
	7:30
	8:00
	8:30
	9:00
	9:30
	10:00
	10:30
	11:00

	Brno Grand
	7:40
	8:30
	9:45
	10:00
	10:30
	11:00
	11:30
	12:00
	12:45
	13:00
	13:45

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Prague airport
	
	10:35
	
	
	11:35
	12:35
	
	
	13:35
	
	14:35

	Prague Florenc
	11:30
	12:00
	12:30
	13:00
	13:30
	13:15
	14:00
	14:30
	15:00
	15:30
	16:00

	Brno Grand
	14:00
	14:30
	15:00
	15:45
	16:00
	
	16:30
	17:00
	17:45
	18:00
	18:30

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Prague airport
	
	15:35
	
	16:35
	
	
	17:35
	
	18:35
	20:35
	21:35

	Prague Florenc
	16:30
	17:00
	17:30
	17:15
	18:00
	18:30
	19:00
	19:30
	20:00
	21:15
	22:15

	Brno Grand
	19:00
	19:45
	20:00
	
	20:30
	21:00
	21:45
	21:50
	22:20
	
	


All mentioned railway stations and bus terminals in Prague are on the tube (price 26 CZK). Be careful in the case of using taxi in Prague. The drivers have a bad image because of extreme overpricing rides especially in face of foreigners who are not oriented in the matter.

Transport from Vienna is possible by train or bus. EuroCity Vindobona or Johann Gregor Mendel and SuperCity Antonín Dvořák, Bedřich Smetana (departures from the Südbahnhof railway station at 6:08, 7:32, 10:04, 12:32, 13:33, 15:33, 17:32 and 18:33). There are also some bus connections going directly between the Vienna Schwechat airport and Brno, Grand hotel (Student Agency) with departures at 8:05, 11:05, 18:05, 20:30.

Transport from Bratislava is possible by train. SuperCity Slovak Shuttle and 7 EuroCity trains are available (departures from the main railway station at 5:42, 8:15, 12:15, 14:44, 16:15, 17:08, 18:40, 22:51 and 23:44). Some of the trains go from Budapest, EC Pannonia from Bucharest. The ride takes about 90 minutes. The bus connection between Bratislava and Brno operates approximately each an hour between 7:50 and 23:40. The raid takes about two hours.

Transport from Warsaw is recommended by train. EuroCity Praha, Sobieski, Chopin with a change in Ostrava come into account. Trains between Ostrava and Brno go each an hour between 4:33 and 18.33 and at 20:33. The raid takes about 150 minutes and costs CZK 215.

Transport after coming to Brno: The key junction of the public transport is situated in front of the main railway station. Buses of Student Agency and some other companies terminate in front of the Grand hotel (2 minutes walk from the main railway station). In the case of using some bus company passing Brno to East Moravia or Slovakia, you will come to the central bus terminal Zvonařka (1.500 m walking distance from the main railway station; it is also possible to use tramway Nr. 12 or bus Nr. 67). From the Tuřany airport, bus Nr. 76 departs each 30 minutes to the main railway station (price CZK 15, time of the ride 21 minutes). It is also possible to use a taxi, parking in front of the airport, main bus station and both bus terminals. Usual price is CZK 30 + CZK 25 per km. For an orientation in Brno: [http://www.mapy.cz]; by double-clicking you can zoom-in any locality in Czechia till the scale of a street block.
The web page, where you can find possible connection in the Czech Republic (in English) is:

http://jizdnirady.idnes.cz/ConnForm.asp?tt=X&p=MF&cl=E5
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ACCOMMODATION

We offer following accommodation possibilities:

Hotel GRAND**** (near the main railway station; advantageous from the viewpoint of easy arrivals and departures) [http://www.hotelsprague.cz/hotels-brno/grandhotel-brno-c.php] single room CZK 1560, double room CZK 2120 Connection to Mendel University of Agriculture and Forestry with the tram nr. 9 from the tram stop Hlavní nádraží (across the street) to the tram stop Zemědělská (12 minutes, 15 CZK)
Hotel AMPHONE*** (a family hotel in a quiet avenue close to the city core) single room CZK 1050 – 1190, double room CZK 1390 – 1590 [http://www.pensionhotel.co.uk/hotel-brno-amphone-czech-hotels-a00111115.html] Accessible from the main train station with the tram nr. 1, with the need of walking from the tram stops Moravské náměstí or Antonínská (cca 400 m). Connection to Mendel University of Agriculture and Forestry with the tram nr. 11 from the tram stop 28. října to the tram stop Zemědělská (6 minutes, 10 CZK) or 1 500 m walking through the Lužánky park.
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STUDENT HOSTEL J. A Komenského, 


[http://www.skm.mendelu.cz/kolej_JAK.php]
Kohoutova 3-11: student level CZK 260, teacher level CZK 460 (without breakfast). Both types of accommodation have own sanitary facility and small kitchen. The breakfast could be also available in the hostel eating room. Accessible from the main train station with the tram nr. 1, on tram stop Pionýrská; there is a need to change to the trolleybus nr. 25 or 26 and continue to bus and trolley stop Merhautova. Connection to Mendel University of Agriculture and Forestry with the trolleybus nr. 25 or 26 from bus and trolley stop Merhautova to the tram stop Lesnická (3 minutes, 10 CZK) or about 1.000 m walking.
It is necessary to reserve the accommodation in the GRAND hotel and student hostel via the definitive registration because of special prices. The accommodation in AMPHONE should be reserved directly.

Additionally, the city of Brno disposes of a number of accommodation possibilities including the hotel Holliday Inn***** [http://www.hibrno.cz/index2.php]. Other possibilities you can find e.g. on [http://www.czechiahotels.cz/ubytovani/eng/hotels/brno-city/].

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
Climate in Central Europe is changeable. Average August temperature in Brno is 17.4 °C, precipitations 63 mm. Last 25th of August (2007), there was following weather in Brno: average temperature 22 °C, minimum 15 °C, maximum 30 °C, average humidity 54 %, precipitation 0, air pressure 1 025 hPa, maximum wind speed 18 km per hour, visibility 15,7 km. We recommend watching current conditions, e.g. [http://www.myczechrepublic.com/weather/brno-weather.html] before your departure to the Conference.
Currency: Czech crown (CZK – koruna in Czech, the shortcut Kc) is the official currency in Czechia. Some hypermarkets accept also EUR. The exchange rate of CZK against EUR and USD is changeable. The Czech crown quickly strengthened last year. Present-day exchange rate is approximately 25 CZK per EUR and 16 CZK per USD. For about 30 CZK you can get one Pilsner beer (one beer means 0,5 liter!) or one and half  (0,5 + 0,3 liter) regional beer (e.g. Starobrno). If you would like to have also the dinner in the pub or restaurant, you can count from 150 to 500 CZK, depends on quality of the restaurant and your hunger.
Automatic teller machines are situated usually in banks, hypermarkets and some supermarkets, in the main railway station, central bus terminal Zvonařka and other frequented places. There are also exchange offices in banks, hotels, Tuřany airport etc. One ATM is also in front of the “B” building of our University.
Public transport in Brno [http://www.dpmb.cz/e41.asp] has operated since 1869. The system consists of 13 tramway lines, 15 trolleybus lines, 45 autobus lines, 10 night bus lines, 1 ship line, 7 special bus lines (free of charge to shopping centers and industrial zones). At the present time, the metropolitan transport is operating within the Integrated Transport System of the South Moravian Region. It is possible to use regional train and bus lines for the transport within the city.

The passenger within the Brno inner city usually needs a 15 CZK ticket (60 minutes, transfer is allowed); for a short distance could be a 10 CZK ticket sufficient (10 minutes, no-transfer). The tickets have to be bought in advance (press kiosks, automatic vending machines; it is also possible to buy a ticket from the driver but it is more expensive and the passenger has to have small money). The transport operates day long with frequent intervals (usually 5 – 10 minutes). But the night transport has quite different lines from the day ones. The departures of the night transport from the main railway station are each 30 or 60 minutes. The regular day transport with tramways and trolleybuses starts approximately at 4:45.
Health care

There are 6 big hospitals and a set of other equipment in Brno. Patients from the EU countries will be treated under the same conditions like the Czech citizens. European Health Insurance Certificate (EHIC) is asked. Following participation will be counted: each medical service CZK 30, day in a hospital CZK 60, emergency service CZK 90. There is also participation to some medicaments. Transport to the home country is usually not paid from the public insurance. In any case, additional commercial travel health insurance covering the participation and transport is recommended. 
Communication
Electric tension in the Czech network is 220 V, frequency 50 Hz. The University is covered with the international university network EDURON. The participants from universities should register themselves at their own universities where they obtain a password. With this password, they are able to connect the internet directly from their notebooks. Connection of other participants will be solved.
Important numbers:

Fire brigade






150

Rescue service





155

Metropolitan police




156

Police of the Czech Republic

158
Integrated emergency system

112
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Official language of the conference is English

[image: image27.jpg]


  [image: image28.jpg]



Battle of the three emperors – annual reconstruction
          Mikulov – picturesque small town 
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MAILING ADDRESS:

EURORURAL '08, 

Department of Applied and Landscape Ecology MZLU Brno

mail: Zemědělská 1, 613 00 Brno, Czech Republic
(phone) +420 545 132 441, (fax) +420 545 136 059
(E-mail): eurorural@seznam.cz
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