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Editorial

Dear Colleagues,

welcome to everyone in the mountain community. If you are not yet member of our commission, please contact me by sending an e-mail so that I can include you into the list of members. Of course, membership should not be written only on a paper: Please feel motivated to conduct further mountain research, to inform other members about it and to participate in the activities and meetings of the Commission! This is said especially to those who are member of a national specialty group on (high-)mountain research. 

Members of the Steering Committee 2004 – 2008 of our commission are:

Professor Dr. Jörg Stadelbauer (chair) (Germany)
University of Freiburg

Department of Cultural Geography 

D-79085 Freiburg

E-mail: joerg.stadelbauer@geographie.uni-freiburg.de
PD Dr. Jörg Löffler (Secretary) (Germany)
University of Bonn

Department of Geography

Meckenheimer Allee 166

D-53115 Bonn
E-mail: loeffler@giub.uni-bonn.de
Prof. Dr. Yuri Badenkov (Russia)
Institut Geografii Rossijskoy Akademii Nauk

Staromonetnyy pereulok, 29

Moskva

E-mail: yubaden@mail.ru
Prof. Dr. Monique Fort
UFR GHSS, Case 7001

Centre de Géographie Physique

Université Paris 7 – Denis Diderot

2 Place Jussieu

F-75 251 Paris Cedex 05
E-mail: fort@paris7.jussieu.fr
Prof. Donald A. Friend, Ph.D. (USA)

Department of Geography

Minnesota State University

Armstrong Hall 7

Mankato, MN 56001

E-mail: friend@mnsu.edu
Professor Dr. Hans Hurni (Switzerland)

Department of Geography

University of Berne

Hallerstrasse 12

CH-3012 Bern

E-mail: hurni@giub.unibe.ch
Professor Dr. Martin Price (UK)
Director, Centre for Mountain Studies

Perth College

UHI Millennium Institute

Crieff Road

Perth PH1 2NX, UK

Tel: +44 (0) 1738-877217

Fax: +44 (0) 1738-877018

URL : http://www.cms.uhi.ac.uk
E-mail: Martin.Price@groupwise.uhi.ac.uk
Prof. Fausto Sarmiento, Ph.D.

The University of Georgia

212-B GG Building

The University of Georgia, Athens, GA. 30606

Telephone: 706-542-1753

email: fsarmien@uga.edu
http://www.ggy.uga.edu/people/faculty/Sarmiento.htm
The Commission continues to register all interested scholars in an e-mailing list. 

Please also visit our website: http://www.geographie.uni-freiburg.de/ikg/igu-mountain/
There, you will find the Newsletters edited by the IGU Commission “Diversity of Mountain Systems” since 2000.
2001: Newsletter #1, Dec.

2002: Newsletter #2, June, #3 Dec.

2003: Newsletter #4, March, #5 Nov.

2004: Newsletter #6, July, #7 Dec.

2005: Newsletter #8, July, #9 Sept., #10 Dec.
2006: Newsletter #11, June, #12, Dec.
2007: Newsletter #13, Aug.
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Main event forthcoming: The International Geographical Congress 2008, Tunis/Tunesia
As I already mentioned in the last issue of the Newslettter, the next International Geographical Congress will take place in August 2008 in Tunesia. If you intend to participate, please send the following form to the organizing committee. You will find all information available at the moment on the official website:

http://www.igu-net.org/uk/news_and_events/tunisia2008.html
Tunisian Geographers Association
International Geographical UnionPRIVATE 


The 31st International Geographical Congress Tunis 2008


Statement of Intention to Participate
Name:

First name:

Institution:

Country:

Professional address:

Personal address:

E-mail:


I wish to inform the Organizing Committee of the 31st International Geographical Congress Tunis 2008 that I intend to participate in Congress activities under the following headings:

I. Scientific programme


Oral presentation



Poster presentation with commentary



Poster presentation without commentary

II. Excursions

I envisage participating in one or several excursions as follows: 


(Please indicate the number of your selected excursion-s-)


Excursions within Tunisia:…………………………………………………………………..



Excursions abroad     B1                                     B2

III. Publications: I envisage acquiring the special Congress publications




Yes  


No

IV. Social Programme

I also envisage participating in the social programme as follows:


Welcome dinner


Gala soirée


Au revoir buffet

V. Accomodation

I would like to stay at a hotel of the following category:


Unclassified
            *                **                 ***                 ****                   *****


Activities of the Commission

Our Commission intends to participate in full activity. Therefore, I invite all members of the Commission to send proposals for panels or individual papers either to the organizing committee at Tunis or to me. One paper session will be organized in collaboration with Prof. Annick Douguédroit (Chair of the Commission on Climatology); other joint sessions will be possible depending on the interests of participating people. The presence of mountain researchers at the Tunis Congress will also influence all decisions on the future of a mountain Commission within the IGU network. 
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Awards, extraordinary events

Resources Himalaya Foundation honoured with prestigious MacArthur Award

We wish to congratulate Mountain Partnership member, Resources Himalaya Foundation, who have recently won a MacArthur Award for Creative and Effective Institutions, in recognition of its work in protecting and sustaining the biodiversity in the Himalayas against the impacts of poverty, tourism and population growth. Resources Himalaya Foundation has gained respect for its work in training in geographic information systems, remote sensing analysis, mapping, and field survey methods. It has also developed management plans for important conservation areas in the Himalaya region and hosted scientific conferences bringing together conservationists, scientists, and students from across Asia.  Resources Himalaya Foundation was one of eight NGOs from six countries receiving the honour. ‘In creating this award, we wanted to make a strong statement that the institutions of civil society matter,’ said Jonathan Fanton, President of the MacArthur Foundation. ‘These eight extraordinary organizations empower ordinary citizens to shape their own destinies, and they accelerate our collective journey toward the highest aspirations of human dignity, security, and opportunity.  While they have already made a huge difference in the world, we believe that they are poised to have an even greater impact.’ Resources Himalaya Foundation will use its US$ 350,000 Award for permanent office space and research studying the relationship between conservation and development. Go to the Resources Himalaya Foundation Web site and find out more about the MacArthur Foundation here.
(April/May 2007 issue of the Mountain Partnership newsletter, ‘Peak to Peak’)
The Mountain Institute recognized for preservation of sacred sites in Himalayas

Congratulations are also due to The Mountain Institute (TMI), a Mountain Partnership member, for being awarded a US$ 10,000 grant from Tourism Cares to further promote sustainable, community-based cultural preservation initiatives in the Sagarmatha (Mt. Everest) National Park. The Sagarmatha is Nepal’s oldest and most visited national park: it became an UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1979 for its unique natural, cultural and landscape characteristics. TMI’s Sacred Sites Trail Project seeks to engage the indigenous population of Sherpas and promote sustainable preservation of the historical, cultural and natural sites of the Khumbu region, including Sagarmatha. The Tourism Cares grant will aid the TMI project in creating a new circular trail to encourage tourists to visit less known sacred sites and villages. Click here for more information on TMI's Sacred Sites Trail Project. Go to the Funding Support section for information on Tourism Cares.

To read more about sacred mountains around the world, go to the Mountain Research and Development (MRD) issue, ‘Religion and Sacredness in Mountains: A Historical Perspective (November 2006).
(April/May 2007 issue of the Mountain Partnership newsletter, ‘Peak to Peak’)
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Conferences, Workshops in the future...

A regular service on forthcoming conferences and workshops is provided by the Mountain Forum. Please contact the website: http://www.mtnforum.org/calendar/calendar.htm

4.1
ALTER-Net* Summer School 2007 "Trends in Biodiversity: European Ecosystems and Policy"

Peyresq, France

Sep 1-13, 2007

4.2
Second Workshop: The I.A.G./A.I.G Working Group on Sediment Budgets in Cold Environments  (SEDIBUD)

Abisko, Sweden

September 15-19, 2007. 

Detailed information on the SEDIBUD programme and on the Second SEDIBUD  Workshop in Abisko is available  at:http://www.geomorph.org/wg/wgsb.html.

4.3
The Alps beyond Kyoto (Saint-Vincent, Aosta, Italy, 20-22 September 2007) 

The International Commission for the Protection of the Alps (CIPRA) is organizing ‘The Alps beyond Kyoto’ -- an international conference on energy efficiency and renewable energies in the Alpine region. CIPRA firmly believes that the Alps have the potential to become a model region in climate terms. Indeed, with a cost-conscious approach to energy and the intelligent use of existing renewable energies (wood, water, sun, wind and geothermal energy), the Alpine regions could easily improve on the CO2 reduction targets set as part of the Kyoto Protocol. The Conference is structured in three parts: discussion on each individual source of renewable energy, their significance today in the Alpine region, and their potential; debate on policy instruments for reducing energy consumption, for example incentives and legislation in the area of energy-efficient construction and renovation; and identification of examples of good practice. For more details on this event, visit the CIPRA Web site. 

(Peak to Peak. The Mountain Partnership Newsletter, July/Aug. 2007)

4.4
Cryosphere and Hazards Workshop for the Hindu Kush, Himalaya and  Tibetan Plateau 

Kathmandu, Nepal

October 9-10 2007

The call for papers is now open! Send your abstracts to the Conference Chair, Jack Schroeder, University  of Nebraskajshroder@mail.unomaha.edu    by 1 September 2007. Download the First Call for Papers:  http://www.mri.scnatweb.ch/dmdocuments/Cryosphere&Hazards_firstcall.pdf
4.5
Managing Alpine Future 

Innsbruck, Austria 
15 - 17 October 2007

organized by alpS with ÖAW/University of Innsbruck

Register via our conference website http://www.alpinefuture.com 

Please do not hesitate to contact Dr. Hama if you have further questions: michiko.hama@uibk.ac.at
4.6
GLOBAL CHANGE RESEARCH NETWORK IN EUROPEAN MOUNTAINS

GCRN_EM Networking Meeting: From strategy to project (or: get prepared  for FP7, COST, and Interreg IV) 

Innsbruck, Austria 
18-19 October 2007, 

Registration is now open! Download the preliminary program and the  registration form at http://mri.scnatweb.ch/content/view/178/68/
4.7
Sustainable Tourism in Montane Protected Areas. Building Partnerships between NGO’s and Managers of Protected Areas 

Sucha Beskidzka, Poland
25-28 October 2007 
All colleagues wishing to participate or to be informed about further details are requested to send an e-mail or fax to: Christian Baumgartner christian.baumgartner@nfi.at  fax: ++43 1 8129789 or Piotr Dabrowski dabrowski@eko-tourist.krakow.pl  fax: ++48 12 4231697 

Find more information at the IUCN website: http://www.iucn.org/themes/wcpa/events/meetings.htm 

4.8
Tourism and Global Change in Polar Regions 

Oulu, Finland

29 November – 1 December 2007

The conference focuses on relatively little researched but increasingly recognised themes and issues of growing tourism activities and global change in Polar Regions. 
For more information contact Prof. Jarkko Saarinen jarkko.saarinen@oulu.fi 
Download the first workshop announcement here 
http://www.mri.scnatweb.ch/dmdocuments/Tourism_GC_PolarRegions.doc
4.9
American Geophysical Union (AGU) Fall Meeting
San Francisco, USA 
10-14 December 2007
We would like to draw your special attention to the following sessions: 

B30 Understanding Ecosystem Thresholds in Global Change (the conveners are Dennis Ojima, Tony Janetos, Claudia Nierenberg, and Arianne deBremond). 

GC09 Climate Change in High Elevation Mountain Environment (convened by Connie Woodhouse, Henry Diaz and Connie Millar). 

Submit your abstracts before September 6 online at http://www.agu.org/meetings/fm07/?content=program
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Conferences, Workshops, Meetings, Events in the past

5.1.
ICIMOD
2-24 April: ICIMOD completes 1st international training course on 'Low Cost Soil and Water Conservation Techniques and Watershed Management Activities'

Eighteen participants from eight countries mostly in South Asia, with participants from Southeast Asia and Africa, were the first batch of graduates of ICIMOD's first international training course on 'Low Cost Soil and Water Conservation Techniques and Watershed Management Activities'.

The course was developed based on the distillation of learnings from ICIMOD's 'People and Resource Dynamics Project' which operated for nearly a decade, as well as the experiences of watershed management-related line departments of the government and research institutions in Nepal.

It ran for three weeks from 2-24 April 2007 in Godavari, Kathmandu, Nepal, and had participants from Afghanistan, Bhutan, China, Ethiopia, India, Malaysia, Myanmar, and Nepal. The participants exchanged experiences and methodologies applied in their particular country and watershed settings, worked on their cases late into the night, and talked about continuing the network of support beyond the course. Resource persons from the Department of Soil and Water Conservation and Watershed Management, Nepal, and Nepal Agriculture Research Council also shared their expertise and experience.

ICIMOD's watershed management training team highly appreciates these contributions and the suggestions made by the participants to further improve and fine-tune succeeding courses. 

27-29 March: Workshop on system dynamics modelling for ecosystem management 

One of the major activities of the regional project, 'Institutional consolidation for the coordinated and integrated monitoring of natural resources…in the Hindu Kush-Karakoram-Himalaya mountain complex' is the development of systematic, qualitative models that outline the processes related to managing target socio-ecosystems. The goal of the project is sustainable development and environmental conservation based on studies, expert knowledge, and stakeholders' participation. Realising the need for a uniform approach in modelling as well as software tools to adopt in the process, the workshop on 'System Dynamics Modelling for Ecosystem Management' was organised from 27-29 March 2007 under the project.

Technical people from among the project partners (ICIMOD, IUCN, EvK2-CNR, CESVI) and representatives from stakeholders and national partners (DNPWC, NAST, WWF, among others) participated.  Preliminary models of key issues in Sagarmatha National Park are expected to be developed as a result of the workshop.

24-25 March: Himalayan university consortium launched

The vice chancellors and other high-level representatives of universities in five HKH countries (Afghanistan, China, India, Nepal, and Pakistan), and from five major regional and European organisations met for a two-day consultation workshop in late March 2007. These institutions are all interested in developing academic excellence in mountain-specific university curricula. Discussions focused on forging an alliance for teaching, research, training, and policy advocacy relevant to mountain development, as well as on the ways in which to support the development of Kabul University in Afghanistan.

Representatives from the following centres of excellence in Asia, Europe, and North America participated in the consultation: the Asian Institute of Technology, the Norwegian University of Life Sciences, ITC-Netherlands, the International Development Research Centre, Canada, and ICIMOD. The meeting was organised by ICIMOD with support from the International Development Research Centre (IDRC), Canada and the Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS), India. It was covered by the media in Nepal (see or click to press release link below about the meeting).

Universities of the Himalayan region unite to form a Consortium
http://www.icimod.org/home/news/news.content.php?nid=52 

5.2
International Conference "Women of the Mountains" (Orem, Utah, 8-10 March 2007)
Mountain development is impossible without mountain women. This was the clear message of last month’s ‘Women of the Mountains’ Conference, organized by Mountain Partnership member, Utah State University (formerly Utah Valley State College) and Utah-Russia Institute.  The Conference built on the spirit of previous events related to gender, notably ‘Celebrating Mountain Women’ and ‘Bishkek Global Mountain Summit’ (both in 2002), both of which highlighted gender inequalities and underlined the international community’s commitment to pursue gender equality as a prerequisite for meaningful mountain development. This recent Conference reiterated this goal and also served to strengthen ties between mountain communities of the Rocky Mountain States of North America with global mountain villages, and to place emphasis on practical steps needed to ensure an improvement of women’s status in mountain communities around the world. 

In his address to the Conference, Douglas McGuire (Coordinator, Mountain Partnership Secretariat), stressed the importance of education in achieving gender parity, in line with Milennium Development Goal #3, and the need for working in partnership to achieve results. He used this occasion to announce that a preliminary concept note had been drafted by Mountain Partnership members -- specifically under the guidance of Michaela Zucca from the Centre for Alpine Ecology (CEA) -- to develop an educational programme on gender equality and sustainable development that could be integrated into the curricula of mountain schools. The Mountain Partnership needs several partners to take this idea forward and develop it into a common future programme -- one that is based on concrete outputs from this Conference and could possibly lead to the launch of a global campaign to include a gender perspective in the curricula of mountain schools. The concept will be shared shortly with members.

The final outcome of the Conference was ‘The Orem Declaration of Mountain Women’. It promotes the Mountain Partnership as a mechanism to strengthen existing and forge new alliances for concrete action for gender equity in mountains and encourages the development of a networking and communication system, to include such key partners as Mountain Forum, to promote dialogue and further outreach. Amongst its recommendations, the Declaration underlines the need for collaboration with Brigham Young University (USA) in the collection and compilation of data on women in mountainous areas through further development of the ‘WomenStats’ database, which will allow for improved analysis and understanding of the condition of women in mountains around the world and the development of interventions tailored to their specific needs.

(April/May 2007 issue of the Mountain Partnership newsletter, ‘Peak to Peak’)
5.3
Side Event:‘Climate change and sustainable development in high altitude and remote areas’,15th Session of the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD-15) (UN Headquarters, New York, 9 May 2007)

 A special side event, ‘Climate change and sustainable development in high altitude and remote areas’ will take place during the forthcoming 15th Session of the United Nation Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD-15). The event is being organized by Mountain Partnership members, the Government of Italy and the Ev-K²-CNR Committee, in collaboration with other members such as the Interim Secretariat of the Carpathian Convention (UNEP-Vienna ISCC) and the European Academy of Bolzano (EURAC), as well as the ‘Friends of the Mountains’ Group of the Italian Parliament. The side event will focus on the links between science, sustainable development and cooperation, highlight specific project examples from the European Alps, the Carpathians and the Himalayas, and discuss the role of the private sector in achieving sustainable mountain development. It will also make available documentation on the work of Mountain Partnership member, the Mountain Research Initiative (MRI), which is working at the interface between climate change and mountains. MRI conducts a scientific programme that detects signals of global environmental change in mountain environments, defines the consequences of global environmental change for mountain regions as well as lowland systems dependent on mountain resources, and informs sustainable land, water, and resource management for mountain regions at local to regional scales. 

To find out more about the CSD-15 side event, ‘Climate change and sustainable development in high altitude and remote areas’, please contact Pier Carlo Sandei (EURAC) at: piercarlo.sandei@eurac.edu. 
(April/May 2007 issue of the Mountain Partnership newsletter, ‘Peak to Peak’)
5.4
Central Asia: International Symposium “The Challenge of Mountains”(Tokyo, Japan, 27 June 2007), and the Central Asia Roundtable on “Economic Development and the Environment in Central Asia” (Tokyo, Japan, 29 June 2007)

United Nations University (UNU) is an international community of scholars that acts as a bridge between the UN and the international academic community, a think-tank for the UN system and a builder of capacities, particularly in developing countries. In particular, UNU has continued to raise public awareness and promote the mountain development agenda in Asia and worldwide by providing a forum for public discussions on emerging mountain development challenges. In June 2007, UNU together with the Japanese Ministry of Environment and a consortium of Japanese universities organized an International Symposium on “The Challenge of Mountains” to review progress in implementation of the commitments made during the UN International Year of Mountains (IYM) and the Bishkek Global Mountain Summit, both of which took place in 2002. Particular attention was given to promising approaches for engaging in the challenge of mountains in Central Asia, both at the symposium and at a subsequent roundtable discussion on “Economic Development and Environmental in Central Asia,” organized by UNU and the Institute for International Studies and Training (IIST) in Japan. For further details of the programme and outcomes, contact Libor Jansky or visit the UNU Web site.

(Peak to Peak. The Mountain Partnership Newsletter, July/Aug. 2007)

5.5
GLOBAL CHANGE RESEARCH NETWORK IN AFRICAN MOUNTAINS 
The workshop in Kampala from 23 to 25 July2007 has brought together 70 scientists working in African mountain ranges. MRI, Makarere University, the Global Mountain Project, and the Swiss Centre for Development and Environment are now coordinating the emerging network. 
For more information go to: http://mri.scnatweb.ch/content/category/3/61/80/ 
Yoseph Assefa, Addis Ababa University, would like to draw your attention to the GEO data portal which is user friendly and interactive: 
This portal is the authoritative source for data sets used by UNEP and its partners in the Global Environment Outlook (GEO) report. It holds more than450 different variables, as national, sub regional, regional and global statistics or as geospatial data sets (maps), covering themes like Freshwater, Population, Forests, Emissions, Climate, Disasters, Health and GDP. Display them on-the-fly as maps, graphs, data tables or download the data in different format. We do hope our colleagues in west Africa also benefit from this portal. Please contact Yoseph Assefa for further info or for any help: yoseph1assefa@yahoo.com 
http://geodata.grid.unep.ch/ 
5.6
Natural and Human-induced Hazards and Disasters in Africa

The Int. Council for Science (ICSU) Regional Office for Africa (ICSU ROA) held a very successful workshop on Natural and Human-induced Hazards and Disasters in Africa on 21 – 22 July 2007 in Kampala, Uganda. Two projects emerged from this meeting and ICSU ROA is now moving another step forward in the implementation of its science plans by calling for expression of interest to participate in the task teams to fine-tune these two projects, as well as for participation in the implementation of the projects. 
Call for participation: http://mri.scnatweb.ch/dmdocuments/ICSU_call_2007.pdf 
If you are interested in participating, please, submit your 1 page CV to the addresses indicated and before 31 August. 
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Nature Protection, National Parks, Biosphere Reserves, Mountain Heritage 

Making Mont Blanc part of UNESCO’s World Heritage

Mont Blanc – the highest peak in Western Europe -- is of great cultural value and considered by many the birthplace and symbol of modern mountaineering. However, unlike other significant mountain ranges, Mont Blanc still does not enjoy any internationally recognized protection status. The Mont Blanc massif has been put forward as a potential World Heritage Site in recent years, with negotiations conducted in conjunction with international experts, such as UNESCO and the IUCN. Now, Mountain Partnership member, ProMONT-BLANC has launched an information campaign to help re-inforce the case for Mont Blanc’s inclusion on the List. Read the ProMONT-BLANC paper on the unique distinctive characteristics of the mountain and why the massif deserves a place in the UNESCO World Heritage List. For more information about ProMONT-BLANC, visit the  Web site
(April/May 2007 issue of the Mountain Partnership newsletter, ‘Peak to Peak’)
Carpathian forests join the World Heritage list 

Primeval beech forests in the Carpathian Mountains have been inscribed on the UNESCO’s World Heritage List, underlining the global importance of this rare forest habitat -- the most extensive in Europe. The forests, covering ten sites over 185km of mountain area straddling the border of Slovakia and Ukraine, represent an outstanding example of undisturbed temperate forests and exhibit the most comprehensive ecological patterns and processes of pure stands of European beech. They also represent an outstanding example of the re-colonization and development of terrestrial ecosystems after the last ice age, a process which is still ongoing. “We are thrilled to see these ancient forests added to the list,” said Michael Baltzer, director of the WWF Danube-Carpathian Programme. “Now that they are listed, however, it is imperative that the governments of Ukraine and Slovakia, as well as the European Union, take forceful measures to preserve these extraordinary treasures rather than exploit and destroy them.” 
The primeval beech forests of Ukraine and Slovakia, like many other forests in the Carpathian Mountains, face a number of serious threats, including unsustainable forestry and development. The privatization of state lands that began this year in Ukraine pose a particular threat to many of the country’s natural areas, including those already under formal protection. In Slovakia, recent moves by the government, such as the restructuring of the country’s protected area network, has effectively weakened protection of many areas. WWF has been working for more than a decade to protect the Carpathian Mountains, playing an important role in the region in promoting sustainable forestry practices, as well as sustainable business and development activities. Source: WWF. Find out more about the Carpathians, by visiting the Carpathian Convention Web site.

(Peak to Peak. The Mountain Partnership Newsletter, July/Aug. 2007)

Mapping cultural heritage in Kenya

The isolation of mountains has encouraged the development of hundreds of diverse cultures that are rich in traditions, knowledge and languages. But rapid changes related to globalization and enhanced transportation and communications can be devastating to formerly isolated, indigenous cultures, adding additional stress to people who are already dealing with political marginalization and poverty. One such example is the Ogiek Indigineous Community in the montane Mau Forest Complex in Kenya. The community in the eastern reaches of the forest complex -- threatened by the erosion of their territories by surrounding tribes and government policies -- has recently embarked on mapping their ancestral territories in an attempt to preserve their cultural heritage, secure ancestral land, and manage their commonly shared natural resources. They are doing this by integrating their traditional knowledge with modern participatory geographic information system (PGIS) technologies and approaches to delineate, inventorize, analyze, document, and present their ancestral entitlements. The community plans to develop territorial maps for each of the 21 clans. The mapping approach and process is supported by Environmental Research, Mapping and Information Systems in Africa (ERMIS Africa) and the African Conservation Foundation, a Mountain Partnership member. For further information, contact Arend de Haas, President of the African Conservation Foundation at: arend@africanconservation.org.

(Peak to Peak. The Mountain Partnership Newsletter, July/Aug. 2007)

Partnerships create the Central Karakorum National Park
A national park is to be created in the Central Karakorum -- an area of spectacular natural beauty in Pakistan which boasts some of the world’s highest mountains. The creation of the Central Karakorum National Park represents the strong historical ties between Italy and Pakistan: the Italian Karakorum Trust project, coordinated by Mountain Partnership member the Ev-K2-Cnr Committee, is partnering with the Government of Pakistan, WWF Pakistan and the Hindu-Kush-Karakorum-Himalaya (HKKH) Partnership to set up and manage the Park. 

A plan has been drafted to ensure the sustainable development of the Park over the coming years. The general management will be entrusted to local administration, while many of the activities for developing the Park will be carried out by Ev-K²-CNR through the Karakorum Trust project.  This development process will also involve other organizations such as the World Conservation Union (IUCN) and the International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD). These large international organizations, together with the Italian NGO CESVI and the Ev-K²-CNR Committee, make up the team of the HKKH- Partnership for Ecosystem Management, an important international partnership project. It aims to consolidate the capacity to plan and manage natural resources in an integrated way and has already been recognized for its cutting edge methodologies applied in fragile mountain socio-ecosystems. Read more about the creation of the Central Karakorum National Park on the Ev-K2-Cnr Committee Web site.
(Peak to Peak. The Mountain Partnership Newsletter, July/Aug. 2007)

7
Organisations

Mountain Research Initiative (MRI)

The actual Newsletter #9 is available on

http://mri.scnatweb.ch/dmdocuments/MRI_Newsletter_no9.pdf 
ICIMOD

Dr. Andreas Schild, a Swiss national, is the International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development's new Director General from 1 April 2007, succeeding Dr. J. Gabriel Campbell. He is ICIMOD's 5th Director General since the Centre's founding in 1983. 

Dr. Schild is a development specialist with over 30 years of experience in designing, planning, implementing, and monitoring cooperation programmes, mainly in the field of sustainable natural resources management. He is not new to the region, having worked long-term in Afghanistan, Bangladesh, and Nepal, and has headed or participated in multiple missions to all of the ICIMOD member countries.
As Director General his first priority will be the development of ICIMOD's Strategic Plan for the next phase, 2008/2012. This means reviewing ICIMOD's priorities in order to address the main issues better. Under Schild's leadership ICIMOD intends to pursue a three-pronged strategy for the coming five years, outlined as follows.
* Define clear strategic foci in which ICIMOD develops core competencies, generates knowledge, and develops concrete responses;
* Serve as a hub for knowledge exchange and a forum for discussion of the knowledge available in the region relevant to mountain development but not yet accessible to all stakeholders;
* This knowledge shall be packaged and made available for communication and dissemination to stakeholders at different levels; and
* Ensure that the knowledge developed from applied research aims, wherever possible, at concrete results that can be scaled up in the region.
"Environmental pressure and the consequences for the livelihoods in the Hindu Kush-Himalayan region makes the mission and effective contribution of ICIMOD more important than ever before. The floods in Afghanistan are just the most recent illustration," says Dr. Schild. 
8 
Scientific networks and research projects

8.1
Global Change Research in European Mountains
(Mountain Research Initiative Project)

8.2
AMERICAN CORDILLERA NETWORK FOR GLOBAL CHANGE RESEARCH 

Please use the following link to read the fifth edition of our  quarterly newsletter. 
The topics are: 
- TMI projects: Climate Change Impacts on the Availability of Water 
- CATHALAC project: Importancia de la vegetación y la capa orgánica en  los procesos eco-hidrológicos en los bosques montanos tropicales en  Panamá 

- News from CORFOR, the Cordillera Forest Dynamics Network 
- Publications 
- Events 
- Interviews to re-assess the network 
http://www.mri.scnatweb.ch/dmdocuments/AmericanCordillera_newsletter_no5.pdf

8.3
Andes Initiative

Building a strong regional alliance to protect and promote the Andes -- this is the core aim of the forthcoming meeting of the Andean Initiative of the Mountain Partnership (Tucumán, Argentina, 5-8 September). Hosted by the Government of Argentina, and organized in collaboration with the Mountain Partnership Secretariat and the Consortium for Sustainable Development of the Andean Ecoregion (CONDESAN), the three-day meeting will bring together Initiative members (representatives of governments, IGOs and major groups from the region), as well as interested stakeholders, to highlight good practices and lessons learnt in sustainable mountain development in the Andes, to identify major areas for joint collaboration based on these experiences, and to prepare project proposals for collaborative regional initiatives in priority areas. The Tucumán meeting marks a milestone in the evolution of the Andean Initiative, whose members first met face-to-face to discuss cooperation for mountain development during breakaway sessions at the Second Global Meeting of the Mountain Partnership (Cusco, Peru, October 2004). An important preparatory meeting took place in July 2006 in Lima which set the basis for the organization of the upcoming event. For further information on the meeting, contact Rosalaura Romeo: rosalaura.romeo@fao.org and Miguel Saravia: m.saravia@cgiar.org.

(Peak to Peak. The Mountain Partnership Newsletter, July/Aug. 2007)

8.4
FAO

New database of FAO projects in mountain areas. FAO's focus on mountains is a key part of its responsibility as the UN agency devoted to raising levels of nutrition, improving agricultural production and alleviating poverty and hunger. Its wide range of programmes and projects related to mountains in Africa, Asia and Latin America is helping countries tackle mountain issues through capacity building, institutional strengthening and activities on the ground. Search this database for details on the wide range of FAO mountain and highland/lowland projects around the world

(April/May 2007 issue of the Mountain Partnership newsletter, ‘Peak to Peak’)
8.5
FAO. ‘Mountains and the Law - emerging trends’ 

Mountain law is still in its infancy. Most countries have not yet adopted mountain-specific laws, preferring to focus on the protection and development of mountains through existing sectoral legislation. However, a few countries such as Algeria, Bulgaria, France, Georgia, Italy, Kyrgyzstan, Romania, Russian Federation (Republic of North Ossetia-Alania), Switzerland and Ukraine, have already enacted legal instruments dealing specifically with mountains, and other countries, such as Romania, are in the process of developing similar legislation. These converging efforts seem to signal an emerging trend towards a progressive increase in mountain law-making in years to come. This updated version of ‘Mountains and the Law - emerging trends’, first published by FAO to coincide with the International Year of Mountains in 2002, looks at the steady development of mountain legislation. The first part broadly describes the main elements of mountain-specific legal texts, first in the international sphere, then at the domestic level. The second part contains six short case studies from countries where legislation on mountains has been passed or proposed. Read more.
(April/May 2007 issue of the Mountain Partnership newsletter, ‘Peak to Peak’)
8.6
The Asia-Pacific Network for Global Change Research has published a  call for proposals in 2007 on global change in the Asia-Pacific Region.  Due date for summary project proposals is 22 August. 
http://www.apn-gcr.org/en/callforproposals/cfp07.htm
8.7
The SARD-M Project at FAO has developed a database of policy-related  documents (policy studies, partners’ experiences, case studies, etc.  concerning social, economic, environmental and institutional policies  for sustainable agriculture and rural development in mountain  regions).http://www.fao.org/sard/en/sardm/Communi/polDB/index.html . SARD-M is starting a new round of document collection. Please use the  above link to find the questionnaire, and to submit information on  relevant documents.
Contact:takashi.takahatake@fao.org
8.8
Policy

Mountain populations are amongst the most vulnerable in the world: they are physically isolated, as well as socially and politically marginalized. Specific policies, legislation and institutions could play a vital role in improving lifes and livelihoods in mountain regions. Yet few countries to date have developed such mechanisms to address the specific needs of mountain people. The Project for Sustainable Agriculture and Rural Development in Mountain Regions (SARD-M project) aims to facilitate the formulation, implementation and evaluation of sustainable agriculture and rural development policies for mountains. The Project’s first priority in achieving this aim is to assess the strengths and weaknesses of existing mountain policies (including their social, economic, institutional and environmental aspects) in relation to sustainable agriculture and rural development principles. The main outputs of these policy assessments include identifying problematic areas and priority issues facing a region, evaluating the overall strengths and weaknesses of SARD-M policies, recommending the improvements necessary in policies, processes and institutions involved in policy-making and implementation, and proposing concrete follow-up activities. The Project has now made available assessments for countries of the Hindu Kush-Himalaya (Bhutan, China, Nepal) and the Andes (Colombia, Ecuador, Peru). Download these documents on the SARD-M project Web site.  

9
Bibliography, Recent Publications

Gurung, Ghana S. (2006): Reconciling Biodiversity Conservation Priorities with Livelihood Needs in Kangchenjunga Conservation Areal, Nepal. Zurich: Department of Geography, University of Zurich (Schriftenreihe Humangeographie. Human Geography Series; vol. 23)XIV, 192 pp.
Price, Martin. F, editor (2007); Mountain area research and management: Integrated approaches. London : Earthscan.

Wallace, B. (2006): The changing village environment in Southeast Asia: Applied anthropology and environmental reclamation in the northern Philippines . London : Routledge.
Clark T, Gill A, Hartmann R. editors (2006):. Mountain resort planning and development in an era of globalization. New York : Cognizant Communications Corporation.
Conway S. (2006): The Shan: Culture, Art and Crafts. Bangkok: River Books.
Sustainable Mountain Development No. 52, Spring 2007 (ICIMOD Newsletter) - Greater Voice for All Mountain Peoples In this issue of Sustainable Mountain Development we focus on how ICIMOD and its partners try to contribute to a more equitable society in which the voices of all mountain people are heard. 
" 

http://www.icimod.org/home/pub/publications.content.php?puid=100 



ICIMOD Annual Report 2006

This year's Annual Report highlights ICIMOD work in the last few years through the lens of policy. http://www.icimod.org/home/pub/publications.content.php?puid=101
(ICIMOD Electronic News)

Mountain Views: have a look at the first edition of the CIRMOUNT newsletter at  
http://www.fs.fed.us/psw/cirmount/ (click on the Mountain Views button)
New paper on tropical deglaciation, climate change and amphibian decline: 
T.A. Seimon, A. Seimon, P. Daszak, S. Halloy, P. Sowell, B. Konecky, L.M. Schloegel, C.A. Aguilar, J. Simmons, and A. Hyatt (2007): Upward range extension of Andean anurans to extreme elevations in response to tropical deglaciation. In: Global Change Biology 13, 288–299, doi: 10.1111/j.1365-2486.2006.01278.x

Thanks to the Mountain Forum and Mountain Research Initiative for providing us with so many fruitful information on mountain activities all over the world! 

***

Please send your informations for further issues of this Newsletter and any comment to: joerg.stadelbauer@geographie.uni-freiburg.de
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