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Welcome

Dear Friends and Colleagues

It is with pleasure that I draft this second newsletter of 2008 to the commission, and I am happy to communicate some good news at the end of this year. 

First, I am delighted to report that the IGU Executive has approved our request to extend the life of our Commission by another four years. We will retain our current Commission title, as agreed to at the Business meeting in Kitami in Japan, but our Commission number will change to C08-47 for the period 2009-2012.

2008 was a busy year for the Commission. We held our annual meeting in July in Barcelona and are very grateful to Dolores Sanchez Aguilera for hosting us and overseeing logistics of what was an excellent and well organized meeting (30 papers presented, two field trips to different marginal areas in Catalonia were undertaken). In August we met again, this time at the Geographical Congress in Tunis. In addition to participating in three dedicated sessions (with 13 papers presented), the Congress was also the time when the Commission’s request for an extension of its activities for another four years was approved. Unfortunately 2008 is also the year in which several of our Steering Commission members will be standing down after eight years service as required by the IGU Statues. I would like to personally express my thanks to the Steering Committee members for their involvement and support over the last eight years.

In this newsletter, in addition to details of publications, conferences and members achievements, details of the members of the in-coming steering committee and what the Commission’s objectives are for the next four years are also outlined.

Key recent achievements have been the release of four volumes from the Natal Conference, details of which follow below. 

Etienne Nel

e.nel@ru.ac.za
THE COMMISSION OBJECTIVES, FOCAL INTEREST AND RESEARCH THEMES, 2009-12

The following details have been extracted from our renewal proposal, which was approved by the IGU Executive in 2008 :

1) Commission Objectives (Extracted from our Renewal Proposal):

The Commission will continue to pursue the following research objectives: 

a. To further the understanding of marginality and the processes of marginalization within the context of globalization, through the study and analysis of factors that contribute to the dynamics and structures of spatial marginality at various scales. Issues of technology, gender, social structure and the environment need, increasingly to be utilised as lenses through which to understand and analyse these concepts.

b. To analyse marginality as the result of human decisions, leading to the understanding of the role of various agents in those processes, and how they respond to prevailing conditions,

c. To develop comparative approaches in order to identify various types of marginality and local and regional responses, to put them into perspective and to assess their role in an increasingly globalized world. Emphasis in particular needs to be placed on the experience of the South.

d. To study policy/institutional/community responses to economic and societal problems in marginal regions in relation to local, regional and societal development, and to study human responses to global change, including their implications for marginalization.

2) Focal Concerns :

a) The critical evaluation of the consequences of globalization on people and places, 
particularly on those areas lying outside mainstream processes,

b)  The inter-linked implications on peoples and places of marginalization and 
globalization, 

c) Direct and indirect links between marginality and globality relating to people and 
places, and

d) How, in an increasingly interlinked world, the rise of regional and local culture, 
emphases the diversity essential to the survival of humanity.

e) Within this context, two fields are of particular relevance: the drifting apart of 
society, and resource conservation and exploitation.

3) Research Themes:

The following themes are proposed for the Commission’s research and conference themes:

· Critical issues of Marginalization in a Globalizing World and in the South in particular

· Drivers of Marginalization in a Globalizing world 

· Mountain areas and globalization

· Environmental, Social, Economic and Technological Perspectives on Globalization and Marginalization 

· Community, Local and Regional responses to Globalization and Marginalization  

· Regional policy responses to Marginalization

· The Changing Dynamics of Centre-Periphery Relations

· Marginality: Past, Present and Future

· Social inequalities and social exclusion

2008 Business meeting

This year’s business meeting was held in Barcelona on July 30, at was chaired by Walter Leimgruber (the secretary representing the Commissison chair). The issues discussed concerned the Tunis con​gress, the forth-coming conferences (locations, topics), and the future of the Commission, including the new steering commitee. In addition the Conference Organizers will be making contact about the possible publication of papers presented. 

Commission Publications

1) 2005 Conference

I am pleased to announce the recent publication of the following volumes based on our meeting in Natal, Brazil:  

a) The Global Challenge and Marginalization. Editors: Marcio M. Valenca, Universidade Federal de Rio Grande do Nort, Brazil; Etienne Nel, Rhodes Univ., So. Africa; Walter Leimgruber, Univ. of Fribourg, Switzerland, Nova Press, New Jersey.

Details can be found on the publisher’s web page at the following address: https://www.novapublishers.com/catalog/product_info.php?products_id=5866. 

b) GLOBALIZAÇÃO E MARGINALIDADE

The three volumes have just been released. 

· Globalização e Marginalidade. Volume 1: Transformações Urbanas, edited by 
Márcio Moraes Valença and Gilene Moura Cavalcante (Natal: EDUFRN).

· Globalização e Marginalidade. Volume 2: O Rio Grande do Norte em Foco, edited 
by Márcio Moraes Valença and Mariana Fialho Bonates (Natal: EDUFRN)

· Globalização e Marginalidade. Volume 3: Desenvolvimento, na Teoria e na 
Prática, edited by Márcio Moraes Valença (Natal: EDUFRN)


2) 2006-2007 Conferences

The editorial team is till working on the proceedings of these two conferences and we hope to inform you of progress in the near future. Currently 18 papers have been reviewed, but a number of papers are still pending (both from the authors and the editors).

3) 2008 Conference

I am pleased to report that Dolores Sanchez Aguilera has secured funding to publish the proceedings of the Barcelona conference. Further details will follow.

Our Activities 2009 

In 2009 our Commission Meeting will be held in Malaysia in July. Key details will follow in the first circular.

Conference theme: Critical Issues of Marginalization in a Globalizing World (with a focus on the South).

Please note we welcome papers from the North, the title reflects a desire to encourage greater participation by delegates from the South.

Venue and Dates: Shah Alam, Malaysia, 6-8 July 2009, Post-Conference tour 9-11 July.

The local organizers: are: Mohd Salleh Daim and Jamal Abdullah from the Universiti Teknologi Mara in Shah Alam.

Our Activities 2010-2012

Commission Meetings, 2010

· Commission Conference – joint Swiss-Austrian initiative (Graz – Fribourg)

· IGU Regional Congress –Tel Aviv July

Commission Meeting, 2011

Commission Conference at Kumaun University Nainital, India

Commission Meetings, 2012

· Commission Conference – details to be advised (possibly Finland or Asia)

· International Geographical Congress – Cologne, Germany.

Future Conferences

various options do exist but i would welcome offers From commission members to host future meetings. thank you. 

etienne nel: e.nel@ru.ac.za

OTHER ACTIVITIES AND PUBLICATIONS

I am pleased to be able to report on details of news from members, relevant publications by members and planned activities/conferences.

1) News from Commission Members

We were pleased to learn that Prof Pushkar Pradhan from Nepal has been appointed as Head of the Central Department of Geography at Tribhuvan University, which means he has to look after not only his own department of Geography at Kathmandu, but after all the Geography departments of Tribhuvan University across the country. We wish him well with this challenging task.

Dr M D Nandeshwar, is Scientist & Head of Sub-Centers, at the Centre For Water Resources Development & Management (CWRDM), at Kunnamangalam P.O.Calicut, Kerala, India. He would like to encourage members to visit his institution’s web site and to read the institution’s newsletter in particular. Contact details are: www.cwrdm.org

2) Publications

I am very pleased to report the release of the following publications by Commission members:

Pushkar Pradhan from Nepal has jointly published a book entitled, ‘Public Policy and Local Development:Opportunities and Challenges’ by Prof Pushkar Pradhan, Prof Doris Wastl-Walter, University of Bern, Switzerland and Prof Steven Folmar, University of Wake Forest University, USA. The book is printed in Nepal and contains 350 pages. The cost of the book is US$ 30 (exclusive of postal charge).

Markku Tykkyläinen from Finland has jointly published the following book: Rautio, Vesa & Tykkyläinen, Markku (eds.) (2008). ‘Russia’s Northern Regions on the Edge: Communities, Industries and Populations from Murmansk to Magadan’. Kikimora, Helsinki, 237 pp. If you would like to review the book for a journal book review please contact Markku for a copy: markku.tykkylainen@joensuu.fi


Prof Raghubir Chand who is currently based at the Royal University of Bhutan has published the following articles this year: 

· Chand,R(2008):Monpas of Black Mountain Forest Of Bhutan- A study of Socio-Economic Sensibility  and Transition, The Himalayan Review, Vol.37, pp.39-52

· Chand,R.(2008):Monpas of Bhutan: A Study of Trival Survival and Developmental Responses, Forth-coming Issue of Geographical Sciences, Hiroshima University, Japan.

· Chand, R. (2008): Estimating landslide hazard in Chongthri Basin, Manas River. Himalayan Geographer, Vol.1, No.1, pp.49.71


Professor María Eugenia Cepparo and her research group from the Facultad de Filosofía y Letras  Universidad Nacional de Cuyo in Mendoza, Argentine have been very active in their Marginality research. I have attached a copy of a report from them as an appendix to this newsletter.

3) Forthcoming Conferences

Heather Zhang from Leeds has let us know of a forthcoming international conference on:

‘Agricultural and Rural Development in China’, which will be held in April 2009. The deadline for panel and paper submission and online registration is 31 December 2008. Detailed information can be found at the following web sites:  www.ecardc.org and http://www.iias.nl/ which is he website of the International Institute of Asian Studies (IIAS)

Warmest congratulation to all these members on their achievements.

Administration

1. Call for information feedback 

I would like to continue Walter’s tradition of inviting the submission of details of relevant conferences, workshops and publications from Commission members as well as conference reports, lecture courses, seminars etc on the topic of marginality and marginal regions. I think this does serve as a very useful form of knowledge exchange. Please furnish details to me directly or to our secretary.

2. IGU Web Page

Commission members are encouraged to visit the web pages of the IGU: www.igu-net.org to learn more about the acivities of the IGU, including details of meetings, procedures and publications. A further source of information is the homepage of the Home of Geography in Rome (www.homeofgeography.org).

3. Steering Committee 2008-2012

1) Professor Etienne Nel, Department of Geography, Rhodes University, Grahamstown 6140, South Africa (Chair) Tel. ++27 46 603 8024 Fax ++27 46 6361199 e-mail: E.Nel@ru.ac.za

2) Professor J A (Tony) Binns, Department of Geography, 4th Floor, Richardson

Building, University of Otago, PO Box 56, Dunedin 9001, New Zealand

Tel.  ++64 3 479-8873 Fax ++64 3 479-9037

e-mail: j.a.binns@geography.otago.ac.nz
3) Professor Alison McCleery,  Associate Dean (Research Development & RAE), 

School of Health & Social Sciences, Craighouse Campus, Napier University

Edinburgh, EH10 5LG,  Phone: 00 44 (0)131 455 6002

e-mail: am.mccleery@napier.ac.uk

4) Professor Raghuvir Chand, Department of Geography, Kumaun University Nainital-263002

Uttarakhand, India. E-mail: raghuvir_chand@rediffmail.com
5) Associate Professor Bishwo Shrestha, Department of Geography, Prithvi Narayan Campus, Tribhuvan University, Pokhara, Nepal. bishwo_ss@yahoo.com
6) Dr. Tomás Havlícek, Department of Social Geography and Regional Development, Faculty of Science,  Charles University in Prague, Albertov 6, CZ-128 43 PRAHA 2, Czechia

phone:+420 221 995 512, fax:+420 221 995 514, e-mail: tomhav@natur.cuni.cz

7) ProfessorMarcio M. Valenca, Universidade Federal de Rio Grande do Nort, Brazil, 

Rua Pastor Gabino Brelaz, 1397 ap.1601, Capim Macio 59.082-010, Natal-RN, Brasil

Phone: (84)32153595 (work), (84) 30880705 (home), (84) 91040888 (cel), Fax: (84)32119211, email: marciovalenca@ufrnet.br
8)  Professor Dolores Sanchez Aguilera,  Dept. Geografia Física i Anàlisi Geogràfica Regional, Universitat de Barcelona, c/ Montalegre, 6, 08001- Barcelona, SPAIN

Telf.: + 34 3 403 78 75, Fax: + 34 3 403 78 82e-mail:  dsanchez.aguilera@gmail.com, dsanchez.aguilera@ub.edu

9) Professor Markku Tykkyläinen, Department of Geography, Univeristy of Joensuu

P.O. Box 111, FI-80101 JOENSUU, Finland. PH. +358-13-2513445, Mobile +358-50-3011570,

Fax +358-13-2513454 (fax), email : markku.tykkylainen@joensuu.fi
10) Prof. Steve Déry, Université Laval, Faculté de foresterie et géomatique, Département de Gcéographie, Québec, GIK 7P4, Steve.Dery@ggr.ulaval.ca

4. Commission Secretary :

Professor Walter Leimgruber, Département de Géosciences, Unité de Géographie, Université de Fribourg, Perolles, CH-1700 Fribourg, Suisse Tel. ++41 26 300 90 10  Fax ++41 26 300 96 47

e-mail: walter.Leimgruber@unifr.ch 

Your address update: 

Please help me to keep the address list updated by communicating your new address, phone and fax number and e-mail address to me. In particular I invite those members who receive the Newsletter by surface mail to communicate their e-mail addresses. This not only helps to save money, it also enables you to be rapidly informed. Please use my South African e-mail address: e.nel@ru.ac.za. Thank you.

Appendix:

Marginality Research at the Universidad Nacional de Cuyo, Mendoza, Argentina,

PROJECTS SUMMARIES AND PUBLICATIONS

DOCTORAL THESIS IN GEOGRAPHY: AGRARIAN SYSTEMS AND THEIR PROSPECTS IN A TRADITIONALLY PASTORAL ENVIRONMENT: THE CASE OF LOS ANTIGUOS AND RIO GALLEGOS IN THE PROVINCE OF SANTA CRUZ, SOUTHERN PATAGONIA. Universidad Nacional de Cuyo, Mendoza, Argentina, 2006.

María Eugenia Cepparo

After intense fieldwork and study a thorough exploration has been achieved of the situation of the socio-territorial structures of agrarian systems, of emerging production circuits, and of the decision-making processes and behaviour of agriculturalists in cultivation areas, all of which take place in the province of Santa Cruz, one that has traditionally been oriented towards cattle-grazing activities. Setting the above mentioned elements against the backdrop of global processes involving reform, strategic change, and innovation of all kinds allowed for the detection of both uncertainties and positive future prospects for the area under study.

With respect to the scientific knowledge acquired about marginal and sparely populated areas and the so-called ‘stagnant’ or 'paralyzed' rural areas, it was found that ambivalence and sensitive issues abound, making it difficult to define criteria for study. It was found, on the one hand, that there is no perfect match between reality and marginality theory as formulated from the perspective of central countries. On the other hand, it may be concluded that globalization has much to do with the questions arising with respect to marginal areas because their de-marginalization depends, to a great extent, from their insertion in the globalized world. In connection with the study of marginal regions, sparely populated and ‘stagnant’ rural areas, it was found that the criteria used to characterize Rio Gallegos and Los Antiguos overlap and interact. 

As for methodology, a basic guide was used to compile and organise the elements that integrate agrarian systems. The virtue of such a guide was that it included all the components that intervene in an organized system of structures and environments, and allowed for an interplay of scales, situational axioms, differentiation and succession.

This thesis shows that the province of Santa Cruz seems to be torn between conditioning factors of the past, namely, traditional structures, and the skills and beliefs of its inhabitants regarding the prospects of this territory as a reservoir of resources for the 21st century. 

From a more personal perspective, I would like to conclude by saying that the work I conducted towards this PhD thesis motivated me to pursue further studies into marginal, sparely populated, vulnerable areas in both urban and rural environments from multiple perspectives.

THE CONCEPT AND REALITY OF MARGINALITY: PERMANENCE AND CHANGE IN PUBLIC AND PRIVATE DECISION-MAKING IN MALARGÜE, MENDOZA. (2006 ff.). 

María Eugenia Cepparo 

PROJECT SUMMARY 

This study deals with marginality processes and public and private decision-making within a framework of global dynamism and restricted contexts. The questions regarding marginality were partially answered in preliminary studies and motivated research into other areas where public and private actors have both tried to resist the pressures of globalization and stimulate dynamic initiatives. The spatial context selected for the study was the municipality of Malargüe, to the south of Mendoza, Argentina. Research was conducted into the factors contributing to defining the dynamics of socio-territorial structures and their relationship to processes of marginalization at work especially in rural areas and to processes of de-marginalization in urban and touristic areas. Different explanations were found for the above-mentioned processes in each area. We also identified connections to acceptance or resistance to public and private innovations and found new features that characterize marginality in Malargüe.

Key Words: Marginality – permanences – changes -  Malargüe 

Some of the Project’s publications: 

· Cepparo, María Eugenia (2008) Conceptos y derivaciones de la marginalidad. Relaciones con el renacimiento de los estudios rurales: el caso del Departamento Malargüe. Mendoza. En: Actas de las X Jornadas Cuyanas de Geografía, Facultad de Filosofía y Letras, UNCuyo. CD Rom . ISBN 978-950-774-145-6.

· Cepparo, María Eugenia (2008) Retraction and Growth of Marginalization in Connection to Pastoral Activities and Intensive Cropping in Southern Mendoza, Argentina. Reflections on Marginalization Types. En: IGU Meeting: The Way Forward: Social Local Movements in Marginal Areas, Barcelona.  

THE ROLE OF THE STATE IN THE TRANSFORMATION OF MARGINAL TERRITORIES. THE CASE OF FISHING IN THE PROVINCE OF SANTA CRUZ: 1983 – 2000. 

Dir.: María Eugenia Cepparo. Research Group: Graciela Gabrielidis, Estela Prieto, Marta Huertas, Patricia Díez, María Virginia Grosso

PROJECT SUMMARY 

Argentina has a vast maritime littoral region on the South Atlantic Ocean with abundant, easily available fishing resources. It also has a significantly developed extraction and industrial processing system, yet commercialisation is hindered by the industry’s strong dependence on the international market. In the last decades, Argentine fishing has undergone structural changes that amount to a whole reshaping of the system. These changes are the result of the correlation of various factors: the establishment of new unloading areas, the exploitation of an increasing number of species, the improvement of the fleet, and the development of legislation that promotes and regulates the catching, processing and marketing of fishing resources. With this framework in mind, the study focussed on the public fishing policies in Southern Patagonia, the aims and contents of the international, national and province legislation and fishing agreements, their relation to the socio-economic evolution of the country and the region in the last decades of the 20th century, and their territorial and social impact. The emphasis was on the integration of Law and Geography and on the complementation of historical and economic studies.

Key words: Role of the State – Regional development - fishing – marginalisation - Patagonia – Santa Cruz  

Some of the Project’s publications: 

· Cepparo, M.E., Gabrielidis, G., Prieto, E., Huertas, M., Diez, P.,Llosa, M., Grosso, M.V.(2006). Las políticas públicas y sus repercusiones en la actividad pesquera de la Provincia de Santa Cruz. 1983-2000. En: VIII Seminario Argentino-Chileno y II Seminario Cono Sur de Estudios Sociales, Humanidades y Relaciones Internacionales. CDRom.

· Cepparo,M. E., Gabrielidis G., Prieto E., Huertas M., (2007). La valorización del espacio costero patagónico a partir de los incentivos de la legislación pesquera. El caso de la Ley de reembolsos. En: CD Rom del Primer Congreso de Geografía de Universidades Nacionales realizado en la Universidad Nacional de Río Cuarto, 5 al 8 de Junio de 2007. ISSN 1851-1007. 

· Cepparo, M.E., Gabrielidis, G., Prieto, E., Huertas, M. (2007)  “El Acuerdo Pesquero entre la Argentina y la Comunidad Economica Europea. Su impacto en la Patagonia Meridional. El caso de Puerto Deseado,  Provincia de Santa Cruz, 1994-1999. En: Revista Magallania, vol 35 (2), Universidad de Magallanes. Revista de Instituto de la Patagonia, Universidad de Magallanes. Punta Arenas. Chile. ISSN 0718-0209. Versión papel y en: www.scielo.cl/pdf/magallania/v35n2.

· Cepparo, M.E., (2007). Relación entre el rol del Estado y los emprendimientos privados en la Patagonia Meridional Argentina. El caso del circuito pesquero en Puerto Deseado. Vº Congreso Europeo CEISAL de Latinoamericanistas “Las relaciones triangulares entre Europa y las Américas en el siglo XXI: expectativas y desafíos”. Simposio ESE-6: “Dinámicas productivas, territorios y planificación en las periferias latinoamericanas y europeas. La construcción de espacios litorales atlánticos, desafíos y potencialidades para el siglo XXI”. Bruselas. Bélgica. En: www.ulb.ac.be/soco/cercal/accueil.html.

PUBLIC AND PRIVATE INITIATIVE IN MALARGÜE, MENDOZA, ARGENTINA. THE INFLUENCE OF GLOBAL CHANGE AND THE IMPACT OF MARGINALITY. (2007 ff.)

Dir.: María Eugenia Cepparo.  Research Group: Estela Prieto, Graciela Gabrielidis, Cristina Salvatierra, Isabel Roccaro, Marcelo Rivarola, Patricia Díez, Amanda Mamaní, Verónica Abaurre,  Mónica Rodríguez, Silvia García Ocanto, 

PROJECT SUMMARY 

The municipality of Malargüe, the V-shaped tip of the province of Mendoza that goes into the Patagonian region, has advanced and recoiled and experienced success and failure along its socio-economic and political evolution. This is a consequence of its peripheral location and traces of marginality, of political decisions and private initiatives and of issues of identity or lack thereof. This project builds upon prior research endeavours focusing on the study of public policies and the anxiety of the community of Malargüe over the need to minimize the pressure of marginality in the face of tensions arising from new global demands.

The main aim is to identify the factors that contributed to changing socio-economic trends in the municipality of Malargüe starting in the last years of the 20th century. It is hypothesized that public and private initiatives have modified this area, which has been traditionally alienated from the economic vitality of the rest of the province of Mendoza. It may also be that exogenous factors have influenced those trends and are either effacing or otherwise altering its traces of marginality.

Further aims include going beyond the study of isolated facts, placing local socio-territorial processes in the provincial and national contexts, and assessing the impact of the historical and economic context in the last decades. Hence the need to integrate the approach of Geography with the contributions of History, Economics and Politics.

Key words:

Malargüe, public policy, private initiative, marginality, regional development

Some of the Project’s publications: 

· Prieto, Estela (2008). Hacia una consolidación de las relaciones entre el departamento de Malargüe y el territorio chileno contiguo. El caso del Sistema Pehuenche. En: Actas de las X Jornadas Cuyanas de Geografía, Facultad de Filosofía y Letras, UNCuyo. CD Rom . ISBN 978-950-774-145-6.

· Gabrielidis, Graciela. (2007). Algunos ejemplos del compromiso del Municipio de Malargüe con la Cultura y la Educación. En: Actas de las “X Jornadas de Geografía”, Instituto y Departamento de Geografía. Facultad de Filosofía y Letras. UNCuyo. CD Rom, ISBN 978-950-774-145-6– Facultad de Filosofía y Letras UNCuyo.

· Cepparo M.E., Gabrielidis, G., Prieto, E. (2008). Procesos de reestructuración en el área rural del sur de Mendoza. Iniciativas públicas frente a los desafíos socio –territoriales locales. En Actas de las II Jornadas Nacionales de Investigadores de las Economías Regionales, Tandil – 2008. CDRom. 

· Cepparo, M.E., (2007). Aproximaciones a las políticas públicas y la oferta territorial de la zona rural del extremo sur mendocino. En: CD.Rom del III Congreso Interoceánico de Estudios Latinoamericanos.  Políticas de la diversidad y políticas de la integración. Organizado por el Instituto de Filosofía Argentina y Americana. Facultad de Filosofía y Letras, Mendoza, 3 al 5 de octubre de 2007. ISBN 978-950-774-039-8.

· Roccaro, Isabel (2008). Finanzas públicas y competitividad territorial. El caso del Departamento de Malargüe. En: Actas de las “X Jornadas de Geografía”, Instituto y Departamento de Geografía. Facultad de Filosofía y Letras. UNCuyo. CD Rom, ISBN 978-950-774-145-6– Facultad de Filosofía y Letras UNCuyo.

· Salvatierra, H., Cepparo, M.E., (2008) Evolución de las fronteras antrópicas en ámbitos con fragilidad natural y socioeconómica. Caso Malargüe, Argentina. En: Actas del IV Encuentro Internacional de Ciencias de la Tierra. Centro Internacional de Ciencias de la Tierra. Malargüe. Mendoza.
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